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Editor's letter
Welcome to the October issue! A brand-new design was presented to you
last month to enjoy the experience while reading these words by me and
the talent featured. As previously said, this is a fast read booklet to
appreciate the other side of the story and the amazing photography
brought to you by the photographers that kindly collaborate with us.
Viewties works very hard each day to bring you the best of film and
television introducing artists on their journey to portray successfully the
roles given, whose acting style happens to be very inspirational to us. Get
ready to explore what this month has to offer to your entertainment and
be prepared to enjoy the ride. Remember, If I can take something from
my job, I strongly believe you will take something from it too. The
aesthetic accompanies the love, passion, dedication and hope from
building this magazine up, to looking forward to touching your heart.
Happy month!

Founding editor-in-chief
@vanmiraglia

Charles wears Jacket by Nicholas Daley
Earrings Charles’ own.
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Charles Babalola
T

he Outlaws makes its way to our screens and follows seven people

performing community service. Initially it may seem that the group is
made up of easy-to-pigeonhole archetypes, but we soon see their
hidden depths. The show is part crime thriller, character study, and a
state-of-the-nation commentary – with humour and heart. The group
is then forced to unite in order to protect one of their own from
Bristol’s most dangerous criminal gang – which is where Charles
comes in.
Playing the role of Malaki is actor Charles Babalola, who describes
his character as ''funny'', making himself the accurate questions to be
able to connect with his role properly. Charles is one of the most
dynamic and gifted young actors in the UK, he has already caught the
eye of many casting directors both nationwide and abroad since his
career took off in 2016.
In a pause from the set where he’s currently shooting the second
season of The Outlaws already, Charles caught up with Viewties to
chat about his character and the lesson he got from him, as well as
his experience transiting from one season to the next and the reason
why he loves acting.

Words Vanesa Miraglia - Photography David Reiss - Stylist Emily Tighe
Stylist Assistant Alfred Humpries,
Humpries, Bertie Taylor - Smith,
Smith, Olivia Rodney
Grooming Daisy Holubowicz using @algenist & @Qhemetsbiologics
@Qhemetsbiologics
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V: I’m very impressed with the
work you’ve done in the past and I
look forward to seeing what’s next
from you. Having been in the
spotlight and having made a name
in the industry over the years, does
this make you feel pressure of any
kind when starting something new?
Charles - You always have to try and
start a new project with a fresh mindset. A clear mind always helps me kill
any niggling uncertainties and worries going in to something new. There
is always pressure…. it’s a pressurised job. However, a little bit of pressure is good. It keeps you on your
toes and allows you to search for
better. I just love to research and
make sure I’m stacked with knowledge on the world and character I’m
jumping into. I like going to a space
where the character spends a lot of
their time. For example, I spent some
time at the BBC news broadcasting
house when I played a producer on a
news network.
V: What do you love about acting
and why have you chosen this job
as a professional career?
Charles - I enjoy being able to tell
stories and having an effect on the
way people think about things. I
chose it because even from the age of
11, I always felt confident expressing
myself whilst doing it. Acting allows
me to connect with different worlds
and cultures. It allows me to have no
agenda. To try and understand. To
understand the humanity in the characters I’m playing and people I’m
working with.

I enjoy being able to tell
stories and having an effect
on the way people think
about things.
V: Did you have a plan B in case
things wouldn't have worked out? If
so, what was it?
Charles - Football. I loved football.
Still love it. I feel like every young kid
in east London once had dreams of
making it as a professional footballer.
My aspirations weren’t as realistic as I
wanted them to be but I had to dream. I
feel as soon as I turned 16/17 years old,
acting was always something I felt passionate about. It allowed me to discover my creativity in ways that sitting
in biology or maths didn’t, and that’s a
fact I only fully realised when I got
older. It was always a plan A but a plan
A I had to hustle had to get. It wasn’t
easy and it still isn’t easy.
V: So what initially attracted you to
getting involved in The Outlaws?
Charles - I was attracted to the story
and the characters. It felt like a story
about real life people, that represents
all facets of this messed up society
were living in. It’s an exploration of
the good and the bad. How they
navigate their way through life by
cutting corners and selfishly fighting to
get what they want. It delves into
humanity. I really enjoyed collaborat-
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ing with Stephen and being both directed by, and acting with him in this
production. We always had an open
dialogue about our ideas and how we
could really develop my character. He
trusted me and I felt the same. He was
open to improvising and seeing how
we could take the scene to the next
level. It was also good to work with
him on the comedic elements in a
scene, as those instincts comes so
effortlessly to him.
V: Can you tell us a little bit about
your character Malaki?
Charles - Firstly he has an amazing
wardrobe. I got to work with the amazing Charlotte Mitchell who was a
great collaborator. Every choice of
garment was detailed and had its purpose for that specific scene. We had a
great working relationship. I’ve been
describing Malaki to my homies as a
little goon from Bristol, which always
makes me laugh. He’s a smart brother
from the streets of Bristol, who is a
product of his environment. He makes
money the dirty way and be can be
quite ruthless with who steps on his
toes. He has a lot of family issues
which play a part in the road he has
decided to lead. Funny, quick witted,
weird, mysterious are other words I’d
use to describe him.
V: What helped you to connect with
the storyline? Can you say more
about how you approached the role
and researched it?
Charles - I grew up with people like
Malaki, so I was already accustomed
to that world. To make it honest and
real I asked myself - What do moments of stress do to them mentally?
What are their true ...
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Playing the role did give me
further affirmation that street
life is finished and we need to
bedoing all we can to guide
our youth off the streets.

motivations? What makes them feel
insecure? What keeps them on the
streets? How far are they willing
to go?
These are all important questions that
helped me connect to the storyline
and character. It was more about the
mental aspect of this character.
V: Would you say that anything
from Malaki’s personality has
stuck to you? What do you do to
completely wash your character
away from you?
Charles - Nothing really. I’m not one
of those actors who has wash anything away, or at least it hasn’t happened yet. When it’s done, it’s done.
Playing the role did give me ...

further affirmation that street life is
finished and we need to be doing
all we can to guide our youth off
the streets. More work needs to be
done in getting them away from the
knives, the groomers, the drugs,
and the drug money. The hood is
taking too many lives and prospects
all in the name of fast money.
V: What was the atmosphere like
on the set of The Outlaws?
Charles - Well it’s been a long
production so it’s been enough time
to really get to know everyone. I
made great new friends and reconnected with old ones which was
nice. It was a honour to be on the
same set as Mr Walken. He’s one
of the true legends of the screen
and I told him that when I met him.
It was a real pleasure to share the
same set as him, and create work
together. It’s crazy to walk in to the
make-up trailer, and casually say
‘Good Morning’ to him. I think
those are little moments you dream
about growing up, but are still surreal when they happen. Good
memories.
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V: What was challenging
about shooting the series?
Charles - COVID and more
COVID. The show had to go
on and that inevitably comes
with its challenges. Wearing
masks, rescheduling days, being extra safe on set. The pandemic really changed the face
of how film sets are run. However, the great teams behind
the scenes contribute to keeping it all flowing. There are a
lot of people you don’t see that
put in the work to make sure
we can work in a safe environment. Also, transitioning from
season one to two wasn’t a
problem. It was actually easier
than wrapping on the first
season, then coming back a
year later for the next. We had
a one-month hiatus and then
we were back at it. Everyone
was committed to making sure
we brought the same highquality work we did on the first
block. There is a lot of world
class TV being made at the
moment. We were aiming to be
a part of that.
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There is a lot of world
class TV being made at
the
moment. We were aim
ing
to be a part of that.
The Outlaws will be available on BBC1 at 9pm and on iPlayer from October 25th.
V: You’re soon to be seen in a huge
new movie called Borderlands,
based on the ultra-popular video
game of the same name, playing the
role of Hammerlock. What can we
anticipate about this production? Is
there anything you can share about
your experience filming it or simply
tell us what the joy of it was for you.
Charles - I can’t really say too much
in regards to the storyline. However,
fans should expect something wild.
Something that has the potential to
explode. In all senses of the word. Eli
Roth assembled a super interesting
cast, where it felt like everyone was
specifically chosen to

play their part. We shot in
Budapest and we used some of the
craziest locations which really lent
itself to the distinctive Borderlands
universe. My homie and actor /
comedian Bobby Lee has one of the
scenes of the movie. He was so
frickin funny that when I think
back, all I can remember is how
hard it was to be in that scene and
not laugh out loud. It was some of
the most hilarious acting I’ve ever
seen on a movie set. It’s also great
to watch and learn someone master
the comedic moments in a scene. I
feel like I should be a million times
better actor at comedy after working
with some comedic legends.

16

V: Last question, as my nationality is
Argentinian, I’m curious to ask you if
you have ever seen or experienced any
type of art/culture from Argentina
and if so, what did you think?
Charles - So crazy you ask this because
Argentina is near the top of my to-go-to
list. I can’t say that I’ve experienced
much of Argentina art or culture apart
from fine Argentinian steak when I used
to eat red meat. I personally think
Buenos Aires is a once in a life time
kind of city. It’s not the one that everyone races to sample out of the South
American countries, but I’ve heard
really great things about it. I’ve heard
it’s similar to Paris. I’ll probably take a
trip there in the next couple years to find
out for myself.
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Words by Vanesa Miraglia

I

must say that All Creatures Great and Small is my favourite pick of the

month as it is a very tender story, with touches of humour and a
heartwarming spirit.
The series follows the numerous adventures of a friendly staff at a
country veterinarian practice in 1930s to 1940s Yorkshire, based upon
light novels about a Yorkshire vet written by Alf Wight under the pen
name of James Herriot.
Throughout the second season we see James with a dilemma that will
mean choosing between the people he loves. James must decide between
supporting his family or following his heart.
The story is approached with such innocence that you can't help getting
obsessed with it, as it shows human values and healthy love.
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Besides, who can resist such an outstanding cast? We have Nicholas Ralph as James
who is amazing in the role and so is the lovely Rachel Shenton, who we spoke to in
a previous issue. We have the wonderful Samuel West, Anna Madeley, Callum
Woodhouse and Matthew Lewis.
So many reasons why you need to watch this show, but the most important thing is
that this is a familiar show to watch in the company of your dear ones from all
generations.

All Creatures Great and Small 2 will air in early 2022 on PBS in the US.
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