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Kubbra Sait, p10
The actress chats about playing Phara Isaac Asimov's Sci Fi series Foundation.

Kubbra
Sait

Editor's letter
Welcome to the November issue! Last month we’ve been very busy
working harder to bring you the best experience while you’re reading
about your favourite artists through the pages of this magazine. This
month, we are introducing you to our individual issues, booklet style, to
have a more intimate insight on the talents featured. Remember this is a
fast read digital publication to appreciate and celebrate art by knowing
the other side of the story including the amazing photography by the
outstanding photographers that kindly collaborate with us.
Stay tuned because this month Viewties goes on bringing you the latest
on film and television introducing artists whose passion is to make you
feel something with their dedication to the job of bringing a project /
character to life. As I always say, If I can take something from my job, I
strongly believe you will take something from it too. Enjoy the ride and
prepare your heart for being touched by our content.
Happy month!

Founding editor-in-chief
@vanmiraglia
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Kubbra Sait
C

elebrating the first Indian actress to land on an Apple TV series in the

US is the talented Kubbra Sait, who is best known for her role as ‘Kuckoo’
in Netflix’s original series “Sacred Games”.
Kubbra delights

viewers

as

‘Phara'

in

Isaac Asimov's

Sci

Fi

series

Foundation. Those of you who are currently following the series will
agree with me that Phara is a very well played character and Kubbra's
dedication to her role gets us with our mouths opened.
Viewties spoke to the lovely Kubbra to

discuss

human

connections

through her art, the challenges of bringing Phara to life, her experience
working abroad, her favourite memories and so much more.

Photography Rahul Jhangiani - Styling Sanam Ratansi
Ratansi
Make up & Hair Charlotte Wang - Words Van Miraglia
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V: I’m very happy to be talking to
you, you are an amazing actress and
a lovely person. I remember you
saying once that you really care
about human connections. So, I was
wondering... which are the connections you make when you act?
Kubbra - Thank You. I am delighted
to speak with you too. When I begin
working and shaping a character which
is on paper, it truly only comes alive
when I can connect it to myself. It
must mean something to me... even if
the character and I are on the opposite
ends of the spectrum. I do my human
best to not judge the character. The
second I hear CUT, I step out of their
shoes and let a huge sigh out! only
because the character pissed me off
and exhausted me. I know Phara did.
Phara is so strong headed. She isnt a
rebel without a cause. Her pain runs
deep. Its generational pain. It does get
hard to not judge her, but my primary
job as an actor is to build a connection
of non-judgement towards Phara.
I remember breaking into a dance or a
laugh or something after I heard CUT
so that my co-actors would know it's
still me, and not Phara. When we
work extensively for prolonged periods it's important to do everything you
can in order to snap out of the character's mould and to cherish the people
you are on ground with. I hope I have
been able to do that with my co-actor
Leah. Gosh she has endured more with
Phara than I have.
V: You are from India, where you
are very well known. After your
recent experience working abroad, is
it your plan to go on exploring
different roles in different countries?
Kubbra - I do strongly believe it's us
who have created the boundaries. It
didn't occur to me that someday I'd be
working across borders and ...

a gift to me.

I'll be chasing stars across
this galaxy,at least for now.

my first ever project in the west would
be with stalwarts like David S Goyer
and Foundation itself. Now that an
unexpected vision has come true... I'm
sure I'll be chasing stars across this
galaxy, at least for now.
V: As an actor I know it is
interesting to explore any type of
personality, even the naughty ones.
Then I’m curious to know if there is
any specific role that you’d say no to.
Kubbra - Oooooh!!! I never say never.
It is exciting to try new shoes, even if
they bite.
V: You do an amazing job as ‘Phara'
in Foundation and I love the fact the
show feels like an invitation to access
humanity. What was it about the
script that drew you in the first
place?
Kubbra - Thank You. Thank you for
the beautiful description of the show.
For me: The lines. They were hard.
Oh-my-God they were hard. I do speak
English, but not the language you hear
me speak in the show. I needed a
dictionary and my blessing was
William Conacher, who stepped in as
my dialect coach to help me master the
language. The minute I understood and
felt the words I was speaking, I was
drawn towards Phara. She felt like
controlling a hurricane. The hair and
the scar and eye just made the
proposition even better. She is steely
and no one rattles her. Invictus was a
gift to her, but Phara itself was ...
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V: What sort of research did you do
to connect with the storyline and to
create a believable character?
Kubbra - I read through the lines a
billion times. I laughed through them
sometimes just shaking my head in
disbelief. I think my most beautiful line
is, "You don't play chess with someone
willing to set the board on fire" She is
so angry that it is unbelievable to have
met anyone like her. I relied on the
script heavily and I ensured I owned
Phara. I took responsibility for her
atrocity. That did bring me many steps
closer to making Phara believable. I
screamed and shouted a lot out of the
scene so that I could keep her composed
within the frame, and between action
and cut. The rigorous training, we were
put through in order to become
physically fit was another huge step in
becoming Phara. I had never thrown a
punch in my personal life, simple
because I never needed to.
V: What are your favourite traits of
Phara? Anything you admire about
her?
Kubbra - She is headstrong. Takes no
shit from anyone. Calls the shots. Even
when she is rattled, she is rattled in
disbelief. She has a deep sense of purpose. That's something I will admire
about her. I don't agree with her, but I
do recognise her passion.
V: Which character would be the
most exciting to meet in real life or
that you feel we need in today’s
society that could impact positively?
Kubbra - Winnie-the-pooh. I'd love to
go on an endless stroll with Pooh and
go on a brain and heart detox. Walking
away and emptying all that is filled in
my pockets, all that worry in the world,
knowing that if you are ok then everything will be ok, also realising through
the journey that it is OK to not be OK.
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V: You said the hardest part of
this job was the language. So, I
would like to know what technique you used or how it was that
you've overcome this challenge.
Kubbra - Oh! my mad brain would
make random sound connections.
The Anacreon language is nothing
that I have ever heard. But the
creator of the language Fionnula
Murphy would remind me of the
pauses and the connections between
words. This language had a proper
grammar attached to it. I spoke this
language and I remember saying,
oh! I know that word, that sounds
like Hindi, or some random name
that I had heard before. Little helps
from the real world, help me create
an imaginary one.
V: What do you remember about
your first day of shooting?
Kubbra - Ha!!! ha!!!!! We (Leah
Harvey and I) shot the episode 5
fight. It was the first big day on set.
We had rehearsed for over a month
before we were allowed on set. We
shot for it. It was a great day. The
first day I took a picture of me in
full costume and we clicked pictures
with our stunt doubles. The next
morning, I got a call from the
production that due to CoronaVirus,
the shoot has been suspended. We
all returned home. I remember
grabbing fries and ...

coffee with Leah and Terrence
Mann just before boarding my
flight.
V: I know the cast is multicultural with actors from different countries, I imagine being
far from home isn’t easy and
working in a new place either. So,
what helped you to feel welcomed
and less homesick?
Kubbra - I will be grateful to the
team for giving me a home to live
in. I had my kitchen so I set it up
and cooked my meals. It was fun to
live in a place that I now called
mine. Something I had not explored
doing in 11 years, not away from
my country at least. This disrupted
my sense of self and allowed me to
spend a lot of time on my own.
There were long walks and weekends of chilling with the colleagues. It felt like a college life all
over again. It felt like something I
had long lost touch with. It was a
healthy way of connecting with
myself. My balcony frequently
presented me with a view of two
rainbows. It was spectacular.
V: What would you say that
working in this production has
taught you?
Kubbra - Commitment. Attention
to detail. Respect for one another's
time. Gratitude.

Little helps from
the real world, help m
e
create an imaginary on
e.

V: Last question, as my nationality
is Argentinian, I’m curious to ask
you if you have ever seen or
experienced any type of art/culture
from Argentina?
Kubbra - Who doesn't know Lionel
Messi and Maradona?
But I do love google for informing
me that Pope Francis is Argentinian.
I also didn't know Ana Taylor Joy
has Argentinian blood. I absolutely
loved her in The Queen's Gambit.
South America has been on my list
of places to travel, I truly hope you
will be my guide someday.

The first episodes of Foundation are streaming on Apple TV+. Single episodes drops weekly.
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