
NOV. 2021

Photographed by Colleen Chrzanowski 

Derrick A. King



About
Viewties Magazine is an international digital publication founded by
Vanesa Miraglia, self-published from Buenos Aires since July 2020.
Weekly we bring you the very best around Britain television, cinema and
music through authentic features with some of the outstanding figures
across the entertainment industry.

We want you to know the other side of the story with our in-depth
interviews and inspiring words that only these artists could provide. This is
a fast read magazine to appreciate the talent and the aesthetics from its
design and the amazing job brought to us by our talented photographers that
collaborate with us. 
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Welcome to the November issue! Last month we’ve been very busy
working harder to bring you the best experience while you’re reading
about your favourite artists through the pages of this magazine. This
month, we are introducing you to our individual issues, booklet style, to
have a more intimate insight on the talents featured. Remember this is a
fast read digital publication to appreciate and celebrate art by knowing
the other side of the story including the amazing photography by the
outstanding photographers that kindly collaborate with us

Stay tuned because this month Viewties goes on bringing you the latest
on film and television introducing artists whose passion is to make you
feel something with their dedication to the job of bringing a project /
character to life. As I always say, If I can take something from my job, I
strongly believe you will take something from it too. Enjoy the ride and
prepare your heart for being touched by our content.

 
Happy month!

E d i t o r ' s  l e t t e r
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  he  C W ’ s  ser ies  4 4 0 0  a l lows  R e v .  J o h n s o n ’ s  interpreter ,  D e r r i c k  A .
K i n g ,  to  p lay  a  character  f rom a  perspect ive  we  haven ' t  explored  before .
Created  by  A n n a  F r i c k e  and  A r i a n a  J a c k s o n ,  ‘4 4 0 0 ‘ s  i s  an  American
Science  f ic t ion  ser ies  that  i s  a  d irect  reboot  o f  2004 ’s  ‘T h e  4 4 0 0 . ’  The
story  revo lves  around 4400 people  who d isappeared  from the  face  o f  the
Earth  and how the  government  races  to  ana lyse  the  potent ia l  threat  and
conta in  the  s tory  o f  the  4400 returned,  who themselves  have  returned
with  a  few upgrades ,  and  the  increas ing  l ike l ihood that  they  were  a l l
brought  back  now for  a  spec i f ic  reason.

In  conversat ion  wi th  V i e w t i e s ,  the  s tar  ta lks  about  h is  exper ience  as  a
part  o f  th is  show,  h is  s trengths  as  an  actor  and  what  s tor ies  he  would
l ike  to  see  be ing  to ld .
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V: Your passion for acting start-
ed from a young age and you
have experienced a variety of
platforms since then, from host-
ing to starring in a YouTube web
series. Is it hard to keep your
own style in the industry? What
do you do to keep true to your-
self?

Derrick - Yes, keeping your own
style can get pretty difficult in a
world that gives so much focus to
“trends” and “likes”. Having a
scoreboard up every time you share
anything can be tiring and discour-
aging. Nonetheless, I stay true to
myself by eliminating distractions
and keeping my real friends close.
My family and close friends never
let me forget who I am and where I
came from so I stay pretty down to
earth and stick to the plan.

V: What would you say is your
strength as an actor?

Derrick - My greatest strength as
an actor performance wise are
monologues. I really enjoy finding
the nuances and emotions in a
piece that feel real and relatable.
My greatest strengths, that has
brought me the most success, are
being considerate, coachable, reli-
able, and kind. Simply treating
people right and being professional
can take you a long way.

V: You star as Rev. Johnson in the
CW’s upcoming series 4400, The
show is a reboot of the 2004 tel-
evision series The 4400. So, what
initially attracted you to getting
involved in this production?

Derrick - I was familiar with the
original show and I am a fan of
Mahershala Ali, so I was excited to
audition from the moment I got the
opportunity to. Then, after digging
deeper into the producers intent be-
hind a reboot, from the black per-
spective, I was super sold. I love Sci-
Fi and I don't get to see enough
people that look like me portrayed in
genre shows, so to be part of a pro-
duction like this is a pretty big deal.

V: Once you knew the role was
yours, how did you find your way
into him?

Derrick - I really took a deep dive
into the history of the African-
Americans great migration from the
Jim Crow south and how the church
played such a huge role in our
identity. Then I started studying the
mannerisms and vocal qualities of
preachers as well as some technical
nuances with a vocal coach. Once I
felt comfortable with my sound and
had a good understanding of where I
came from, the rest was just interject-
ing myself into Rev. Johnston to give
the character life.

V: I watched the trailer and it looks
very gripping! How was it getting
immersed into that world?

Derrick - It was so much fun. Coming
out of a year like 2020, I felt like I had
a lot to play off of as it pertains to
being suddenly put into a world that
you don't completely recognize. Being
on set with this project gave me the
opportunity to explore my feelings
constructively through my passion.

V: Did you have to do any specific
research to connect with the story-
line or did you work with the scripts
and the director’s direction?

Derrick - Well, the majority of the
plot takes place in 2021, so I'm
familiar there obviously; but most of
the research I had to do to connect to
the project, pertained to understanding
the world of 4400 which I did by
watching the original series. More
Importantly though is the tone that the
new reboot would take, which I got by
talking to the writers, producers and ...
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The most inspiringThe most inspiring
lesson actually camelesson actually came
from the crew behindfrom the crew behind

the camera.the camera.

do their job so well and remain
professional under those given
conditions... It was really inspiring.

V: I was wondering if there is any
story that you would like to
perform that is currently untold.

Derrick - I am from PG County
Maryland, a suburb of Washington
DC. We have a genre of music
called Gogo that is so culturally
intertwined with the way we think,
dress, act, and live in that area. I
would love to tell and perform in a
captivating story that gives the
world an understanding of what it's
like to be engulfed in the lifestyle
there.

V: Last question, as my nation-
ality is Argentinian, I’m curious
to ask you if you have ever seen
or experienced any type of art /
culture from Argentina?

Derrick - I have begun to travel the
world, yet I have not set foot in
South America, but I'm really
looking forward to it. So though I
haven't experienced as much art /
culture of Argentina as I would
like yet, I have been blessed to live
in the era that bears witness to the
greatness of Argentina's very own
... Lionel Messi! 

collaborating with the directors.
Believe it or not we get the episode
we're going to shoot about two weeks
before we shoot it so I don't even
know what the finale will be yet
we're all kind of learning as we go,
it's actually kind of fun this way.

V: Was there one scene in the
series that you found particularly
hard to tackle?

Derrick - Yes, there's one scene that
we shot that involved me delivering a
monologue while floating in mid-air.
We shot the scene overnight, so I'm
literally hanging in a harness at 4 AM
trying to give the best performance I
possibly could; it was cold & I was
tired but I gave it 110%.

V: What was the most inspiring
lesson from working on this series?

Derrick - The most inspiring lesson
actually came from the crew behind
the camera. The IATSE union was
preparing to go on strike because of
their unfair work conditions and I got
to really talk and connect with the
team and understand their plight. I've
already been fascinated by the work
they do but now understanding how
they arrive earlier than everyone and
normally leave later than everyone;
and also know how to ...
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4400 Season 1 airs every
Monday at 9 pm ET on The

CW television network.
 

The episodes will be
available on the official

website of The CW as well. 
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