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Tracy Ifeachor, p10
The actress chats about embodying Cleo in BBC's Showtrial.

Tracy
Ifeachor

Editor's letter
Welcome to the November issue! Last month we’ve been very busy
working harder to bring you the best experience while you’re reading
about your favourite artists through the pages of this magazine. This
month, we are introducing you to our individual issues, booklet style, to
have a more intimate insight on the talents featured. Remember this is a
fast read digital publication to appreciate and celebrate art by knowing
the other side of the story including the amazing photography by the
outstanding photographers that kindly collaborate with us
Stay tuned because this month Viewties goes on bringing you the latest
on film and television introducing artists whose passion is to make you
feel something with their dedication to the job of bringing a project /
character to life. As I always say, If I can take something from my job, I
strongly believe you will take something from it too. Enjoy the ride and
prepare your heart for being touched by our content.
Happy month!

Founding editor-in-chief
@vanmiraglia

Tracy wears Skirt, Top, Coat by Zimmermann
Boots by Hermes - Earrings by Ivy Rose
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Tracy Ifeachor
T

racy Ifeachor plays protagonist ‘Cleo Roberts’ in BBC’s Showtrial, a once

high-flying solicitor defending the chief suspect in a high-profile murder
case that captures the attention of the world’s media and the general
public alike.
You’d probably know Tracy from a variety of amazing roles she has played
in the past on many shows like Tim Kring’s and Ben Smith’s US action
television series Treadstone, Season 2 of ABC’s television thriller series
Quantico, Confetti, Hawaii 5-0, Strike Back, Jo and Casualty.
In Showtrial, we see Tracy taking on a new challenge and surprising the
audience with her terrific performance and sensitive approach to the role.
Viewties had the pleasure to chat with this brilliant actress to discuss the
hard work behind the preparation process and the details that made Cleo a
very lovely and inspiring character to see on screen.

Photography David Reiss - Stylist Olga Timofejeva at the ONLY Agency
Stylist Assistant Vania Monterio - HMU Maria Comparetto
Words Vanesa Miraglia
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V: The first episode of Showtrial is
very gripping. I love the atmosphere created in this kind of show
where everything’s mysterious and
enigmatic. Was there anything in
particular that made you want to
be part of this production?
Tracy - Yes, the entire series is
suspenseful and there are more than
one or two surprises hidden around
each corner for audiences to enjoy.
From the very beginning, I loved the
writing and depiction of this chocolate brown educated woman owning
her space and walking in her purpose
to fight to ensure that everyone gets
justice. Not just those who can afford
it, or those who are accused of crimes
based on circumstantial evidence only
and not fact. Accurate representation
and authentic expression are what is
at the heart of so much of what I
choose to portray, and Ben Richards
and Simon Heath’s Cleo Roberts
ticked so many of those boxes for me.
V: I love the way your character
moves, how she is always looking
gorgeous and sophisticated. Was
this something you paid attention
to in the moment of approaching
the role?
Tracy - Thank you, that’s so kind of
you to say. Yes, I was very conscious
when I went to court, as part of the
research for this character, dressed
like a solicitor I might add and wearing a mask, just how many doubletakes I received as the only woman of
colour I saw in an entire day. Less
than 3% of solicitors in the South
West of England are of African
descent according to the SRA and
even fewer, I imagine, are wom-

en. (Solicitors regulatory Authority
website SRA). This can often create a
pressure or discomfort for the extremely qualified person of colour
walking into these rooms with people
who may be really nice BUT weren’t
used to seeing someone who looked
like me or Cleo. When you feel like
you don’t belong because you’re
always getting stared at, you have two
choices; you can either shrink into the
corner OR as Cecilia Goodwin (defending Digga D and solicitor advocate
says) “you can give them something to
look at”. That’s what Nigel Egerton
(Showtrial’s costume designer) and I
decided to do. Turn any negative into a
positive. I’m happy that Cleo’s pursuit
of excellence, in every regard, is at the
forefront – something that is also
reflected in her costume.
V: I also like that she's very brave
and confident, what sort of research
did you do? Was anybody in
particular a source of inspiration
that you have used to base her on?
Tracy - Again, thank you. The writing
is so good, isn’t it? It was a truly great
team. The crew were amazing, such
long hours and they never complained
or gave anything less than their best. I
am hugely indebted to the Showtrial
crew. As well as doing an emotional
deep dive into my character, I am a
huge experiential learner so it was
really important for me to be going to
court for the day, listening to cases and
even being part of a side bar where two
opposing counsel negotiated a plea
deal before heading to court (thank you
Barrister Edd Hetherington, Albion
Chambers). It was equally as important to understand the court from
Cleo’s perspective, so ...
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The entire series is suspenseful
and there are more than one or
two surprises hidden around each
corner for audiences to enjoy.
Cecilia Goodwin was a great resource
too, alongside the countless other team
members that supported me in helping
to discover what this was – including
friend and creative instructor Martin
Ledwith.
V: Without spoiling, was there any
scene in particular that you couldn’t
wait to shoot? If so, why was it so
exciting to do it?
Tracy - I couldn’t wait to get into the
courtroom scenes. I knew episode 5
was going to be an amazing climax to
the series and it does not disappoint!
Zara Hayes the director, is from a
documentary background and loved to
shoot continuous takes, which gave
that electric feeling of being back on
stage. It was really beautiful and the
cinematography created by Matt Gray
on each and every episode was wonderful. It all came together so beautifully.
V: I imagine playing this character
wasn’t an easy job, so I was wondering which were the challenges that
you had to deal with during the
preparation or the filming process?
Tracy - No, you are absolutely right, it
wasn’t an easy job. However, I’m
really strong in my faith and know that
anything worth having will not come
easily. I know that God can turn even
the biggest obstacle or challenge ...
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into an opportunity for something
great. I’m used to doing shows with
lots of stunt and action, but this piece
is a legal crime drama, so there isn’t
a whole lot of punching, kicking or
running around and shooting things.
This meant that in order to keep my
fitness at a level that was expected of
me on upcoming projects, I had to
wake up at 4am and work out for 90
minutes every day before doing a 12hour day, and then working on the
character and the ever-changing
script at home. I was existing on
about 5 hours sleep for 12 weeks. It
was tough.
V: When your character meets
James Frain’s character ‘Damian
Campbell’. Was it intimidating to
face him on screen? Because his
character’s presence seemed too
intimidating to me!!
Tracy - Yes! Of course! We also
only met in rehearsal and because of
the protocols on set, I think we only
saw each other’s unmasked faces
during the actual take! Covid filming
is very strange, I’m still getting used
to this necessary but strange way of
doing things! He’s a great actor and
when I go to LA to film, I love that
we get to see each other. He’s a ...

real family-oriented person with
great morals and of course talent
that intimidates!
V: How was working alongside
Celine Buckens? Did you both
chat before each scene to get a
perfect portrayal of what both
characters go through?
Tracy - Celine is hilarious. She has
a good sense of humour and is open
and reasonable. We really got along.
We were neighbours during filming
in Bristol, so would often go for
runs together on days I didn’t start
too early. She is probably, outside of
James and Rupert the only person I
was able to get to know on set. We
just weren’t allowed to mix as we
usually would because of covid. I
took that very seriously. When a lot
of people’s jobs depend on you, you
have to take that responsibility seriously and not take unnecessary
risks. So, no pubs and other sociable
events. I was even asked not to go to
any in-person gatherings until we
finished which was hard because I
love a great Sunday service. But
there was zoom and YouTube, so I
did survive! I would have liked to
get to know more of the cast as I
usually do on other projects ...
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but Covid really restricted that.
V: What do you take away from
the experience playing this character? Is there anything Cleo
Roberts has taught you?
Tracy - That justice is for everyone
and must be defended, upheld and
protected at all costs. I’m glad to
see there has been much more investment into the justice system to
clear the Covid backlog this month
but we have a long, long way to go.
I’m told cuts and restructuring fees
are forcing really great lawyers out
of the criminal justice system and
we cannot let this happen. I used to
think that it didn’t affect me as a
law-abiding citizen, but now I
know that’s so misguided. Anyone
can be wrongfully accused of a
crime and if you earn over £12k per
year, you most likely will not qualify for legal aid. You could end up
getting exonerated but that £100k+
debt in legal fees you might pay to
clear yourself and prove your innocence is yours for life. Which is
scary. Fighting to protect the justice system is something that involves us all. So, I’ll take Cleo’s
strength in the face of south facing
winds/opposition, her dignity in the
face of indignity and her kindness
and compassion. She doesn’t ...
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Justice is
for everyone
and must be
defended, upheld
and protected
at all costs.
judge anyone, she just stands her
ground and says ‘This is who I am
and that is what I accept and don’t
accept, take it or leave it’ I love that.
That authenticity and calmness will
stay with me.
V: Your career has gone from
strength to strength very quickly,
and you have played amazing roles
in the past as well. Any goals for
yourself at this point in your
career?
Tracy - That’s a good question. I’ve
been really blessed, and I am so
grateful to God. He has kept me
going in the times between roles
when I was exhausted and the times
during roles when I was sleep ...

deprived! I’m about to do my first
studio movie, so I’m really excited
about that. Maybe more of these, I
love the challenge of shifting between mediums. I also love the stage,
so I’d love to do a play on
Broadway since I started in the
Royal Shakespeare Company and
am a classically trained actor, I long
to go back to my theatrical roots and
play a meaty role on stage again,
now that theatres are open.

V: Last question, as my nationality
is Argentinian, I’m curious to ask
you if you have ever seen or experienced any type of art/culture
from Argentina?
Tracy - I have not unfortunately, is
there anyone you can recommend? I
do love Argentinian food though.
Your steaks are out of this world.
Does that count as art? Well, I think it
should! They are wonderful.

Showtrial is on Sundays at 9pm on BBC1 and on BBC iPlayer.
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