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Joanna Vanderham, p10
The actress chats about playing the courageous and sweet DS Amanda Drummond in Britbox's Crime.
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Editor's letter
Welcome to the November issue! Last month we’ve been very busy
working harder to bring you the best experience while you’re reading
about your favourite artists through the pages of this magazine. This
month, we are introducing you to our individual issues, booklet style, to
have a more intimate insight on the talents featured. Remember this is a
fast read digital publication to appreciate and celebrate art by knowing
the other side of the story including the amazing photography by the
outstanding photographers that kindly collaborate with us
Stay tuned because this month Viewties goes on bringing you the latest
on film and television introducing artists whose passion is to make you
feel something with their dedication to the job of bringing a project /
character to life. As I always say, If I can take something from my job, I
strongly believe you will take something from it too. Enjoy the ride and
prepare your heart for being touched by our content.
Happy month!

Founding editor-in-chief
@vanmiraglia

Joanna wears white dress by BITE
Earring by Hillier Bartley

Viewties

Joanna Vanderham
W

ith

a

decade

of

standout

performances

under

her

belt,

Joanna

Vanderham is one of the most exciting young actresses working in the
industry today. Her credits include Season 2 of the HBO drama Warrior,
DC’s Legends of Tomorrow, The Boy With The Topknot, Man in the
Orange Shirt, One of Us, The Go-Between, Stephen Poliakoff’s Dancing
on the Edge, the film What Maisie Knew, along with her performance
that got her a nomination for an International Emmy for Best Actress,
The Runaway.
Currently, you can catch Joanna on your screen playing the courageous
and sweet DS Amanda Drummond in six-part series Crime, based on the
best-selling 2008 novel by Irvine Welsh and is the sequel to Filth. The
series following a Scottish detective on the brink of a breakdown,
attempting to catch a serial child murderer.
In a pause from the set where she’s currently shooting a lead role in
BBC miniseries The Control Room, Joanna took the time to answer all
our questions about her experience on the show.

Photography Aldo Filiberto
Styling Patricia Machado - Hair Ashley Cockrell
Makeup Jana Reininger - Words Vanesa Miraglia
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V: I am impressed with your robust
resume. You have brought to life
amazing characters, on stage and
screen. Were you certain at the
beginning that you could succeed in
your career?
Joanna - Thank you. Well, when I
was auditioning for drama schools, I
was sitting in the auditorium with all
the hundreds of hopefuls auditioning
that day, and we were told “only 2%
of everyone auditioning this year will
get into a drama school, of them only
2% will work professionally.” Some
of my peers got up and walked out!
But I had a little voice in my head
that told me I’d be one of that 2%. I
didn’t think I’d work in television
though, I was certain I’d be a stage
actor. I was terrified of screen work.
It seemed so much more complicated
but now I love it. I’ve always wanted
to be an actor, I used to imagine there
was a camera filming me even as a
child. It’s funny though because I do
also have another voice telling me
I’m rubbish and I’m going to be
found out for the charlatan I am… oh
the joys of being an actor!
V: You star in Britbox’s six-part
drama, Crime, which is based on
the best-selling 2008 novel by
Irvine Welsh. Did you read the
book before auditioning for the role
or did you read it when you knew
the part was yours?
Joanna - Yes! Being in the first
Irvine Welsh TV series is a proud
moment for me. He is an icon worldwide but especially in Scotland
where I am from and where I grew
up. I read the book as part of ...

my audition preparation. But the TV
series doesn’t necessarily focus on
the events in the novel, so much as
what happened beforehand. I was
reading the novel thinking “Am I
going to Florida?!” But no. We
filmed in chilly Scotland, with its
glorious landscape and fascinating
people. I was of course thrilled when
I got the job, which I was later told
by director, James Strong, that I
didn’t really have to audition for! (I
thought, “now you tell me!”).
Anyway, I decided to immerse myself in Irvine Welsh’s world, so I
read ‘Filth’ as my character,
Amanda Drummond, features quite
heavily in that. James McAvoy’s
character, Bruce, was really disparaging about Drummond. It’s hilarious;
“She has bulging eyes which always
give you the impression that she’s in
shock, and she’s hardly any chin;
just a sour, twisted mooth which
comes out of her neck.”
V: What were your thoughts on
the script?
Joanna - I love the scripts. They
pack all the punches you’d expect
from Irvine Welsh. He finds humour in tragedy, humanity in the
grotesque and pain in pleasure.
V: You play Amanda Drummond,
a character that seems very sweet
and efficient to me. What was
pleasant about playing her?
Joanna - That’s really interesting
you should say that, because I feel
like she is the most like me of any ...
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I’ve always wanted to be
an actor, I used to imagine
there was a camera filming
me even as a child.

character I’ve played. That was
part of the challenge, delivering
lines that aren’t necessarily highdrama with natural tauthenticity.
Crying and shouting is much easier because you can hide behind
the emotion. This part was quite
exposing but one I really enjoyed.
I love that she stands up to the
misogynists she meets, and she
has some brilliant one-liners, as
you’d expect from Irvine.
There is more to her than meets
the eye however, and I really hope
we get to make another season so I
can explore the darker sides of
Drummond.
V: How was it getting into
character and can you share
detail on how you prepared to
portray her?
Joanna - I did a lot of research
into how detectives actually work.
Of course, none of them are the
same so it was fun deciding what
Drummond would do. For example, she takes a lot of notes compared to Lennox who is perhaps
more instinctive. However, this is
Drummond’s first case as a Detective Sargent so she is meant to
learn on the job and make
mistakes – so I didn’t want to
make her too perfect.
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V: Your character doesn’t know about
the private life of Dougray Scott’s
character ‘Ray Lennox’, but she
clearly suspects something’s wrong. So,
I was wondering… did you find it helpful to know this in advance to know
how to react in consequence or did you
choose not to read about that
on paper?
Joanna - I believe you are one part of a
whole, so I focus on how best to tell the
whole story. To me, that’s more useful
than only knowing what your character
knows. So for example, if Lennox is
about to go on a drinking binge, and
that’s contrasted with Drummond doing
something healthy, I would play it more
angelic because I know that’s a better
contrast. So yes, I find it helpful knowing
in advance. Also, I was in quite a few of
the scenes where Lennox breaks down, so
I got to watch and just have to say,
Dougray is a phenomenal actor.
V: How did you and Dougray manage
to approach the relationship between
both characters on screen? Did you
have conversations about
specific scenes?
Joanna - We really wanted to show they
had a platonic relationship. Younger
women don’t always fall in love with
their older male counterparts… We did
talk about that.
Also, Drummond doesn’t want to work
with him, she thought she was heading up
her own division. So, she’s less than

thrilled to be paired with this
‘dinosaur’ which meant I ... got to be
cheeky to Dougray’s character –
which was delightful. As the series
progresses, they start to understand
each other better; sharing jokes and
knowing looks which is naturally
enjoyable to play.
V: Is there one scene that you
found particularly challenging?
Joanna - There was one scene outside the police station, I can’t give
away any plot points, but it was
absolutely freezing. My eyes were
watering, hands were numb, kept
messing up the lines because the
wind was just bitter. Oh, and on the
first day, I was driving the cop car
and I thought I’d put the hand-break
on… I had to run back to the car as it
rolled out of shot!
V: Next up, you will be seen playing Samantha Tolmie in BBC
mini-series, The Control Room,
which you’re currently shooting in
Scotland. Can you say more
about this?
Joanna - Yes! Another Scottish
drama! This one is a thriller about
betrayal. It is directed by the hugely
talented Amy Neil and my co-star,
Iain de Caestecker, is brilliant in it.
It airs in Spring 2022 on BBC. My
character Sam is totally different to
Drummond! She does not have her
life together at all and is a whirl-

Younger women
don’t always fall in
love with their older
male counterparts.
wind of mayhem.
V: Last question, as my nationality
is Argentinian, I’m curious to ask
you if you have ever seen or
experienced any type of art/culture
from Argentina?
Joanna - Funnily enough I read
somewhere during my research that
the first ever use of fingerprinting to
convict a criminal was in Argentina
back in the 19th Century! They compared the bloody prints with the murderer, and she was convicted. I would
love to visit Argentina someday, it
seems like such a beautiful place. I
love travelling and getting an insight
into local traditions and cultures.

Irvine Welsh’s Crime is now exclusively available on BritBox
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Joanna wears skirt by A.W.A.K.E - Socks
by Simone Rocha - Shoes by Vagabond
Earrings by Hillier Bartley
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