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The actor chats about reviving the role of Clem Fandango in the fourth series of Toast of London.
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Welcome to the January issue! It’s finally 2022, and it’s hard to believe
how quickly 2021 has passed. We keep so many wonderful memories
from the past year and are ready to collect new ones from this new one.
So, stay in touch with us and go on enjoying the experience while you’re
reading about your favourite artists through the pages of this magazine.
One artist at the time, booklet style, intimate insight on the talents
featured. Remember this is a fast read digital publication to celebrate art
and value the talent and knowing the other side of the story including
the amazing photography by the outstanding photographers that kindly
collaborate with us.

Don't miss any of our issues, as Viewties goes on bringing you the latest
on film and television introducing artists whose passion is to make you
feel something with their dedication to the job of bringing a project /
character to life. As I always say, If I can take something from my job, I
strongly believe you will take something from it too. Enjoy the ride and
prepare your heart for being touched by our content.

 
Happy month!

E d i t o r ' s  l e t t e r







Shazad Latif
The follow-up series of BAFTA-winning Toast of London is Toast of Tinseltown
where the lovely and talented actor Shazad Latif is reprising his role as fan-
favourite Clem Fandango.

I’m sure you must be familiar with Shazad as he has appeared in TV hits like the
critically acclaimed BBC series Spooks, Penny Dreadful, the hugely successful
Netflix series Star Trek: Discovery and Amazon’s The Pursuit Of Love. His
presence on film has also been a delight for the audiences around the world with
the most recent release of romantic comedy Falling for Figaro, The Man Who
Knew Infinity, The Commuter and giving voice to a central character in the major
Netflix revival of Jim Henson’s The Dark Crystal. Next up, the actor will be seen
starring as the lead in a new romcom film opposite Lily James, What’s Love Got
To Do With It and Disney+ series Nautilus.

In a conversation with Viewties, Shazad answers all our questions about reviving
Clem and his exciting upcoming projects for the new year! 
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V: I’ve recently seen your performance in The Pursuit
of Love, it was such a beautiful story and you were
amazing as Alfred Wincham. You’re well known for
having played roles in wonderful productions and one
of those is Toast of London, in which you’re reviving
the role of Clem Fandango. But before talking about
that, I would like to know, what has your journey as an
actor taught you so far?

Shazad - I think so far acting has taught me how to be thick
skinned, how to accept failure, how to try and live in the
moment as much as possible. How to keep playing and keep
that inner child alive. And that movies and theatre are great!
And that connecting with people is important. 

V: So, Toast of Tinseltown is the follow-up series of
BAFTA-winning Toast of London. What was your re-
sponse to the script and what were your thoughts when
you knew you’ll be back playing Clem?

Shazad - To return to a character like Clem and the madness
of the world of Toast is a joy I can’t explain with words. The
scripts were as absurd and hilarious as ever and I couldn’t
wait to get back in the booth with my guy Tim Downie who
plays Danny Bear and watch Toast do his thing. 

V: How did you reconnect with a character that you
haven’t played in a while? What sort of preparation did
it take to get into character again?

Shazad - Clem lives on an absurd plane, it’s a feeling. He has

an arrogance and ignorance and naughty side. His
poking of Toast is the key. And once you are then back
in the environment of the booth it creates the at-
mosphere and then the icing on the cake is the
costumes, we can flow with it after that. See what
weirdness we can create. 

V: Which are your favourite traits of Clem’s
character?

Shazad - To play the deadpan attitude and aloofness
is the most fun to play. 

V: What can you reveal about the new series
dynamic? Are there any differences, or any new
themes that weren't explored in Toast of
London? What can the fans expect?

Shazad - The new series is pretty much the same
dynamic, but across the pond. 

V: Was there any scene in the series hard to
tackle? If so, how do you overcome difficulties
when it comes to getting to shoot a scene?

Shazad - There were many tiny difficulties but filming
in general is about overcoming obstacles on the day.
That’s half the fun. Mainly technical issues for us, with
the booth and some stuff to do with the screen be-
tween me and Danny and Toast but I don’t want to say
too much and give it away. 
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V: I’m curious to ask if there is any role you
have played that you have taken some of the
characteristics of it into your daily life. Is any-
thing that you took with you from any char-
acter you have played so far that you still carry
with you even when you’re Shazad?

Shazad - I’m not sure if I have taken any charac-
teristics with me, maybe it’s they are already inside
us and we can dip into it and find parts of ourselves
at different times in our lives. Certain emotions or be-
haviours that we either close off or let out during the
course of our life’s journey. Tough question. 

V: Coming soon, you’ll be seen playing Kazim in
What’s Love Got To Do With It? alongside Lily
James and Emma Thompson, can you say more
about this?

Shazad - It’s a cross-cultural romantic comedy,
Studio Canal and Working Title, written by Jemima
Khan and directed by Shekah Kapur. It has a great
cast, Lily James, Emma Thompson, Shabana Azmi,
Sajal Aly, Mum Sheikh. Me and Lily are best mates, so
I got to make a film with a friend, which was a lovely
time. Getting to act with someone you are already so
comfortable with - and the characters are friends in
the movie so it was perfect. 

V: You'll also be seen in Disney+ series Nautilus,
playing the role of Captain Nemo. How does it
feel to be part of the Disney world and what do
you take away from this experience?

Shazad - It’s crazy to join the Disney world after
growing up watching the classic animated movies -
it’s a mad feeling. It’s exciting to be play-

ing such an iconic character but knowing we are going to
explore it the right way over ten episodes. 

V: Last question, as my nationality is Argentinian,
I’m curious to ask you if you have ever seen or
experienced any type of art/culture from Argentina?

Shazad - I have. I am a fan of Maradona and Messi and the
Argentina football teams history as I’m a big football fan.
Me gusto mucho la comida de Argentina. I am a big fan of
Juan Jose Campanella who directed the original ‘The
Secrets In Their Eyes’, the Argentinian version. It is one of
my favourite films, I saw it three times in 10 days at the
Curzon soho. 

Toast of Tinseltown airs Jan 4th, 
BBC Two at 10pm FYI.
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