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Ali Cook, p10
The actor chats about his role in Ragdoll and describes acting through his authentic view.

Ali
Cook

Editor's letter
Welcome to the December issue! This is a very special time, it's the last
month of the year and we wanted to conclude it bringing you the best
experience while you’re reading about your favourite artists through the
pages of this magazine. Last month, we introduced you to our individual
issues, booklet style, one artist at the time, to have a more intimate
insight on the talents featured. Remember this is a fast read digital
publication to appreciate and celebrate art by knowing the other side of
the story including the amazing photography by the outstanding
photographers that kindly collaborate with us.
Stay tuned because this month Viewties goes on bringing you the latest
on film and television introducing artists whose passion is to make you
feel something with their dedication to the job of bringing a project /
character to life. As I always say, If I can take something from my job, I
strongly believe you will take something from it too. Enjoy the ride and
prepare your heart for being touched by our content.
Happy month!

Founding editor-in-chief
@vanmiraglia

Viewties

Ali Cook
T

here’s nothing more beautiful to me than getting to know what acting

means to so many performers and Ali Cook has made a poetic description
on how he feels about this practice through his personal view as a
magician. It’s funny how the comedian and illusionist found his way into
the industry as it seemed that happened unexpectedly. Since then, Ali has
starred in a variety of projects including Mr Selfridge, BAFTA nominated
and BIFA award winning war drama Kajaki and The Messenger, directed
by BAFTA and Emmy Award winner David Blair. He has previously written
and starred in the television series Now You See It, Penn And Teller: Fool
Us, Dirty Tricks and Monkey Magic, both nominated for the British
Comedy Awards & the Golden Rose of Montreux.
Ali can currently be seen in The Obscure Life Of The Grand Duke Of
Corsica with Timothy Spall and will be seen playing the series regular
role of 'DCI Terrance Simmons’ in Ragdoll, a serial killer drama based on
the best-selling novel by Daniel Cole also starring Lucy Hale, Thalissa
Teixeira and Henry Lloyd-Hughes. The series begins with the discovery
that six people have been murdered, dismembered and sewn into the
shape of one grotesque body — nicknamed the ‘Ragdoll.’
In conversation with Viewties, the lovely Ali Cook

answers

all

our

questions about the magic world, his artistic view on the topic and he
anticipates his role in the upcoming gripping series ‘Ragdoll.’

Photography Diana Gomez @dianagomezphoto
Words Vanesa Miraglia @vanmiraglia

11

Viewties

V: Something fascinating about your background
story as an actor is that you initially started as a
magician to later become illusionist, then you
studied comedy and now here you are, a very
talented actor who made use of his tools and skills
to become better at. It would be unfair to ask
which of these practices bring you more joy so,
instead, I would like to ask… how did these practices change your life from a personal perspective
and within art?

I’m a magician playing
the part of an actor.
up magician called Eugene Burger who wrote a great
essay about finding your voice. He called it ‘the
negative way.’ Instead of thinking ‘this is it’ or ‘that
is it’ – try everything, and eventually what feels right
to you, will stick.

Ali - The 19th century french magician Robert
Houdin said: “A magician is an actor playing the
part of a magician.” I took acting classes early on not to be an actor but to be a better magician. Nowadays, I’m a magician playing the part of an actor.

V: You’re starring in the new AMC/Alibi series
Ragdoll, playing the character of DCI Terrance
Simmons - a very gripping show I must say! What
drew you to the role and the script?

Magic has taught me self-discipline as even the
simplest sleight of hand takes hours of repetition. I
love the repetition in filming as it’s similar to rehearsing magic. It also taught me an appreciation for
other arts as a magician must be able to act, handle
props, make props, know about lighting, staging,
blocking, directing, misdirecting and above all how
to convey a story to an audience.

Ali - I fell in love with the writing straight away and
found DCI Simmons easy to play. He’s kind of like a
failed dad looking after his ‘family’ of junior detectives but is dreadful at people management – saying
exactly the wrong thing at exactly the right time. The
quality of writing made me laugh out loud when I
first read it, so I just put in all my effort to try and
land the role.

Stand-up comedy is a never-ending mystery as to
why some ‘bits’ work and some don’t. What I’ve
learnt the most is handling rejection, admitting my
flaws and turning them into punchlines. What I’ve
learnt from acting is a new appreciation of great
writers. In stand up, you must write your own material and it’s hard to hold an audience. In great
scripts it’s cool to see how the writing is so wellconstructed. I often think ‘ah man I wish I’d have
thought of that.’

V: As Ragdoll is based on a novel, I’m curious
then, how was your approach to the material and
what sort of research did you do to connect with
your character’s storyline.
Ali - Initially I bought the novel but then realised I
didn’t want to know who the killer is before filming!
So where possible, I took it episode by episode, so as
to avoid an ‘informed performance.’

V: You said it’s important to get inspired by other
people when you’re doing your job, but it’s also
important that what you do has its own essence.
So, I was wondering, how did you find your own
voice when it came to developing your profession?

V: What was the most challenging scene?
Ali - There were multiple scenes where I was laying
into or borderline shouting at my co-stars Lucy Hale
and Thalissa Teixeira. The reality was they were so
lovely in real life that I always found it hard to be that
mean to them.

Ali - The sheer volume of performance and stage
time is how you find your voice. There’s a close-
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V: Did this experience teach you anything that
you may not have been in touch with before?
Ali - Ha. Unfortunately, not. I often play hardnosed detectives or soldiers. I find these roles
chillingly easy to perform.
V: I love the cast from this series, very talented and serious people. What can you tell us
about meeting and collaborating with them on
this project?
Ali - Well, the actors were from very diverse
backgrounds, all absolute pros and sweet to be
around. As I also perform stand-up, I loved
chewing the fat with our writer Freddy Syborn
and was always trying to make him laugh when
he was watching the monitors.
V: You know, I can’t ignore the fact that
you’ve worked opposite Tim Spall who’s one
of my favourite actors and basically who
guided me to my love for British television and
cinema. What was this experience like and
how would you describe him off screen?

Also, many ancient tales carry incredible symbols that
seem to affect us deeply and we’re not sure how or why.
For me, a good example of this is in the film ‘The
Green Knight’. There is an incredible moment where
the kings head burst into flames – it looked like a
painting from a tarot card. It affected me profoundly.

Ali - Tim Spall was very down to earth and witty
off screen. Lovely bloke. We were filming, in an
old church in Malta of all places, and we chatted
mostly about his times at the BBC on the great
TV series ‘Auf Wiedersehen, Pet’.

In my own short films, I like to keep dialogue sparse
and will often drop in real, compelling occult symbology that seems to hypnotise the viewer.

V: Besides acting, you also write, you focus on
telling stories about the magic world. Do you
think there is a lack of stories of this sort being
told? Why do you think these stories are
important to explore?

V: Last question, as my nationality is Argentinian,
I’m curious to ask you if you have ever seen or
experienced any type of art/culture from Argentina?
Ali - Well, years ago I filmed a street magic TV series
in Buenos Aires. So, I had first-hand experience of all
parts of the city and met hundreds of people. As for
culture, the coolest thing I did on that trip was visit a
club in a disused shopping mall where everyone was
dancing the tango. I’ve never done anything quite like it.

Ali - A lot of folklore stories are the same ancient
parables that exist throughout the world in slightly different variations. I think it’s important to
tell these stories to remind us of the way people
perceived the world back then especially prescience and pre-Christianity.

Ragdoll will TX on Alibi on Monday 6th December 9pm and is currently airing on AMC.
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