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Chris Reilly, p10
The actor chats about his role in Guy Ritchie’s Wrath Of Man.

Chris
Reilly

Editor's letter
Welcome to the December issue! This is a very special time, it's the last
month of the year and we wanted to conclude it bringing you the best
experience while you’re reading about your favourite artists through the
pages of this magazine. Last month, we introduced you to our individual
issues, booklet style, one artist at the time, to have a more intimate
insight on the talents featured. Remember this is a fast read digital
publication to appreciate and celebrate art by knowing the other side of
the story including the amazing photography by the outstanding
photographers that kindly collaborate with us.
Stay tuned because this month Viewties goes on bringing you the latest
on film and television introducing artists whose passion is to make you
feel something with their dedication to the job of bringing a project /
character to life. As I always say, If I can take something from my job, I
strongly believe you will take something from it too. Enjoy the ride and
prepare your heart for being touched by our content.
Happy month!

Founding editor-in-chief
@vanmiraglia
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Chris Reilly
Born in Scotland, Chris Reilly has made his way into the industry by
keeping

himself

active

in

all

artistic

fields

and

searching

for

opportunities to fulfil his dream to work on what his passion lays, a
career as a professional actor. You may know him from his role in BBC
series The Last Post where he won a BAFTA Scotland Award for ‘Best
Actor in a TV Series’ for his role as ‘Alex Baxter’. Since then, Chris has
played roles on many shows like Sky Atlantic Drama Devils, The Head,
Industry, Call The Midwife and Game Of Thrones.
Coming up next for Chris is Guy Ritchie’s Wrath Of Man, where he takes
on the role of ‘Tom’. The film follows H (Jason Statham), a cash truck
employee who is responsible for moving and protecting hundreds of
millions of dollars of cash every week.
In a pause from the set where he was currently filming Apple TV+ series
Slow Horses, Chris kindly took time off to chat with Viewties about the
latest on all these wonderful things.

Photography David Reiss - Groomer Samantha Cooper
Stylist Ella Gaskell - Words Van Miraglia
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V: What made you realize that you
wanted to become an actor in your late
twenties? Have you been attached to
acting in the past or was this something
that came up spontaneously?
Chris - I fell into it. I was running a
homeless unit at the time and needed
respite from the long hours and difficult
situations. I wanted to find something
uplifting and creative so I joined a local
Musical Theatre Group. I’d always loved
to paint and draw finding comfort in a
creative outlet. Acting was something that
sparked a deep passion in me that I never
knew about. Very soon I was working with
everyone I could find who would take me.
I built sets for Scottish Opera, I joined an
Improv group and some other Theatre
companies. I joined Glasgows largest
Musical Theatre group and became one
of their directors, managing shows and
supporting the club as an organiser. Someone seen me and I was offered a small part
on TV and then I decided to formalise my
training and make a career of it. I had a lot
of support and encouragement.
V: You won a BAFTA Scotland Award
for ‘Best Actor in a TV Series’ for your
role as ‘Alex Baxter’ in BBC series The
Last Post, how does this recognition
make you feel about your decision on
becoming an actor? Would you say some
sort of validation is needed to know
you’re on the right path or do you
believe it’s all about the passion to do
the job what encourages you to go on?
Chris - Recognition matters when
developing a career and Bafta is an
organisation that supports talent in so
many ways - they are a positive force in
our industry - many key positions are filled
by elected volunteers. They supported me
through drama School age 30 and I could
not have afforded it without them. The
award felt great - the speech you see on
Youtube seems very composed and I’m
proud of that. The second one of the ladies
put her hand on my shoulder to guide me
towards the press I broke down in tears. I
had to go to another room. I com-

posed myself and walked out to my
Mother and gave the award to her. She
kept it. Valida-tion itself has to come from
within. No one can help you call yourself
an actor - or anything else for that matter you must believe it and that comes from
hard work and constant development and
from work-ing with people you respect and
admire on equal terms (While learning
everything you can from them). My
passion for the job is created in sight of a
place I may never reach - but I am fighting
- sometimes weeping - to get there. I want
to be in a place where I can tell the stories
of the places I came from. When I get to a
place I can do that and bring other people
with me I will rest. Because I now know
just how much Art heals - how much it
allows us to sit with past pain and be okay
with it - and I want other people from
where I am from to have that or at least see
their stories told. That is the good that art
and beauty can do in the world and I want
to give everything I am to doing whatever
small part I can to make that happen.
V: Something people might not know
about you because of your perfect
British accent is the fact that you're
actually from Scotland and you have a
very pronounced Scottish accent that’s
lovely. Was it tricky to learn the accent?
What is your routine on set to keep the
accent alive?
Chris - Scottish is not English - not really,
particularly Glaswegian - our sounds are
inconsistent and quite Germanic. So I had
the advantage of hearing people who don't
sound like me speaking the same idiom.
We bend our ears. People think its more
difficult to do accent work using a strong
Scottish accent - I am certain its easier. To
keep accents alive I prefer to keep them on
- to do them all the time I am working with
the character. This is because they are not
really accents, they are voices for those
characters - and its important to be able to
do everything you can in your own voice
in that of the character, because you find
things out about the character in doing that
- its about commitment to finding out who
that character is in as many dif-
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I want to be in a place
where I can tell the stories
of the places I came from.

ferent ways as possible.
V: How did it feel booking the role
of Tom in the 2021 cinema release
of Wrath Of Man?
Chris - Tom was a gift from a casting
director who has supported me. I was
two stone overweight from doing “The
Head” for HBO and was auditioning
for Scott Eastwoods part. Being able
to work fast and improvise was
something Dan (The casting director)
knew I would need because for how
Guy Ritchie works. Getting the part
was a lot of work to drop the weight
quickly but I had done a lot of the
military stuff for other roles so I knew
who the character might be in general.
I didn't think about the size of the
opportunity till my first day with Guy.
When I did it was a sudden shock Guy pointed to me and others after a
take and said (nicely) “If I see you
acting you're sacked”. I managed to
keep my confidence and do as he
asked, from then on it was one of the
most enjoyable jobs I’ve worked on.
V: Which were your first impressions when you read the script of
the film?
Chris - The film and the script as it
was are very different - Guy works fast
by intuition and instinct but always
seems to have a plan - I tuned into that
straight away, If I hadn't I’d have
struggled. So I've read different
versions of the script, bits here, bits
there as we went along. I like it. It's a
sophisticated film behind the popcorn
movie it might otherwise be marketed as.
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I absolutely loved
the freedom Guy gives
to make (intelligent)
suggestions.
V: What was challenging about
this role?
Chris - Working as immediately as Guy
does is a great challenge and skill to carry
forward - scripts change daily, but I
absolutely loved the freedom he gives to
make (intelligent) suggestions. I loved
working with Jeffrey Donovan - since I
saw him in Fargo I wanted to - he’s a
leader backstage too and brought us
together with a great way about him.
V: How would you describe working
with Guy Ritchie and Jason Statham?
Chris - Jason was serious - he works
incredibly hard and we were not close
having only one scene working closely
together - however I instantly respected
him and he reciprocated, he is talented
and pleasant to be around - but I’d have
to say I don't really know him but I
admire him. I don't know Guy well
either, we socialised somewhat and he
was amazing to work for. He has an
energy that is very attractive, a forth-right
sincerity and a cheeky side - but ultimately he is the boss and I’m there to
make his film for him - theres no messing
around - but he does throw a good party.

V: Are you able to tell us about
filming for the upcoming Apple
TV+ series Slow Horses?
Chris - All I can say is that I am in
it. The books are great and a lot of
them makes it to the show. I’ve had
some exciting times with the character though and the budgets allow a
lot of that, Helicopters, fast boats and
fast driving and I was allowed to do a
lot of that for myself which was
a thrill.
V: Is there anything you take away
from last year and the experience
working during covid?
Chris - Honestly - My mother is a
terminal lung patient - I look after
her. She still cannot get the care she
really needs because of the focus on
one aspect ofmortality we are very
frightened of. In that respect and with
respect to all causes of deaths I feel
like we fiddle while Rome burns.
Mum feels the same. As for working
with it I do what I have to make the
work I love and pay the bills - thats
my honest answer.
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V: Last question, as my nationality
is Argentinean, I’m curious to ask
you if you have ever seen or
experienced any type of art/culture
from Argentina?
Chris - Sadly no. I speak some
Spanish as my father lives in
Teneriffe and I love the culture you
share - particularly the love for family
an children. Sadly I have no kids of
my own but dote on my ten year old
Niece. I’m her God Father and while
working on “The Head” for HBO/
Hulu in Tenerife the Mediapro crew,
and Jorge Dorado our director made a
fuss of her that broke my heart - she
was on set all day watching me work
and I hardly saw her, she was taken
here and there by people in each
department keen to show her and her
father around. I found her wearing a
set of cans sitting with the director
when I finished the day.
One of my favourite shows recently
was South American - Narcos - but I
stopped watching it when Pablo died.
(Sometimes I root for the bad guy).

Viewties
INSTAGRAM @VIEWTIESMAG
SUBSCRIBE TO ACCESS EXCLUSIVE CONTENT.

WWW.VIEWTIES.CO.UK

