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Birthday special, p10
Review + The creators of 'Birthday' chat about the making of this fantastic short film.
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Editor's letter
Welcome to the January issue! It’s finally 2022, and it’s hard to believe
how quickly 2021 has passed. We keep so many wonderful memories
from the past year and are ready to collect new ones from this new one.
So, stay in touch with us and go on enjoying the experience while you’re
reading about your favourite artists through the pages of this magazine.
One artist at the time, booklet style, intimate insight on the talents
featured. Remember this is a fast read digital publication to celebrate art
and value the talent and knowing the other side of the story including
the amazing photography by the outstanding photographers that kindly
collaborate with us.
Don't miss any of our issues, as Viewties goes on bringing you the latest
on film and television introducing artists whose passion is to make you
feel something with their dedication to the job of bringing a project /
character to life. As I always say, If I can take something from my job, I
strongly believe you will take something from it too. Enjoy the ride and
prepare your heart for being touched by our content.
Happy month!

Founding editor-in-chief
@vanmiraglia
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Birthday

In celebration of 'Birthday' hitting film festivals
very soon, we have made a special issue that
includes a review and interviews with two of the
creative forces of this fantastic and thoughtful
short film. Are you ready to read more?
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Review.

If you read all the issues of this magazine, I’m sure you may
remember the short-animated horror film ‘’Birthday’’ that
explores the societal pressures faced by women to have
children. But if you’re a new reader, let me tell you what this
short film is about and why I find it so distinguished and
personal as you go on reading this article.
In a past issue, we anticipated what this film is going to be
about – the story of Mia (Rebecca Lee), an independent,
successful and happy young woman whose life is turned upside
down, when one night she becomes terrorized by a small
demon child (Joe Cole). The panic dread and anxiety that Mia
suffers as a result of the demon child’s torment represents the
pressure and expectation to have children from her friends,
family and society. Now that it is finished and ready to run in
many festivals’ circuits, we are going to tell you our thoughts
and the reason why you must give it a chance.
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Produced by Cally Lathey and directed by Will Akbar, both
are also the writers of this film and have known exactly how to
describe their ideas to put them into paper for then bringing
them to life on screen. Birthday tells a story that's unexplored,
at least for me. I don't remember watching anything like this
and actually, this short film hasn't got any influences to be
compared to, it is genuine and innovative. There is a sincerity
and clarity in its representation. The subject was explained
very poetically and it's symbolism was so accurate.
The animation art was in the hands of the talented Nicoleta
Miron and Liana Chirita, I'm a huge fan of animation so, I
have to say that their work is fantastic and I love the
expressions. I love that it looks like comics, but at the same
time it has a touch of authenticity that I enjoyed seeing.
For me, the music is another character in the film and Tom
Chapman captured Birthday’s essence very well making it
sound emotional, personal and unique.
To finish, what I've enjoyed the most about Birthday was the
way it was told, with such simplicity, but with a clear picture of
what women go through during these crucial years. This film
comes from the heart of the people involved in this project
and... How can you not love something that has so much heart?
Times have changed and we, the human beings, are in
continuous evolution. I hope you find this film less scary than it
seems and it gives you comfort if this is something you're going
through.
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Will Akbar and Cally Lathey
Viewties had the pleasure to have a discussion with Birthday's
creators to gain an insight into the making of this wonderful
cinematic experience. We dig into the beginnings, development
and final product that you will see very soon running
at festivals.
Will Akbar and Cally Lathey wrote this film and had put all
the pieces together to create what has turned out to be a
masterpiece. But this isn't only aesthetic and an artistic goal,
this story is something more, it's meaningful and only they
could have made it as clear and special as they did.
Words Vanesa Miraglia
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V: While I was watching Birthday, I couldn't help
but identifying with the subject, as I'm soon to
be 30 and this is a conversation that sadly
happens to a lot to people close to the age,and
women literally feel they’re being hunted by this
ghost. So, how did you both come up with the
idea and why did you feel it was important to tell
this story that's been unexplored?"

CALLY: I have some previous experience in animation, but
mostly creating stop motion films. This was my first time
working with professional animators. Nico and Liana are so
talented and were such a joy to work with. It was really
exciting for us to see the progression from initial sketches
and animatics through to the finished animation.
V: Are you looking forward to doing more animated
films in the future?

CALLY: I really wanted to create a piece that explored
the societal pressures faced by women to have children. I thought it would be an interesting theme to
examine as it was undoubtedly something that many
women can relate to and a subject that is rarely portrayed on screen.

WILL: Yes definitely! Animation encourages you to dig deep
into your imagination, allowing you to build an entire world
where you can set all the rules, what’s not to love? I would
love to make a feature length animation where we were
able to go deeper into an animated world we had devised
and explore characters we’d created who wouldn’t be confined or anchored to ‘the norm’.

Whether a woman decides she would like to have children or not, it is clear the underlying sentiment is the
same, we are faced with external pressures that can be
both difficult and damaging.

V: Animated films I think are very special, because
it's a different way of art and expression. The details
are very artistic in your film and you know, I haven't
found any influence I could say that reminds me of
any other work. What were your influences
for ‘Birthday’?

WILL: Cally had clear idea of what she wanted to make
the film about and that she wanted it to be an animated horror. She had a few ideas and snapshots for some
of the imagery and with that, I came up with a story
and before long, a script.

CALLY: When we initially started developing ‘Birthday’ our
colour palette and mood boards were much more heavily
influenced by classic horror, with imagery predomi-nately
dominated by black and red with large dark spaces,
however as we progressed, we started to move away from
this into a style that rebelled against the classic genre.

V: Was the idea for the genre and the animation
an initial thought or did you come up with this
once the script was written?
CALLY: We decided early on that it would be interesting to produce the film in a horror style, as for many
women the subject matter really is a nightmare. We
also felt that the horror genre has been used really
successfully to convey observations of the contemporary social climate and felt this could lend itself well to
our message.

We drew inspiration from graphic novels and comic books,
using shades of blue and purple to create a shadowy
aesthetic. We were also heavily influenced by vintage
Disney princess films with sickly sweet pastel colours.
Having researched gendered colour coding, we decided that
using the pink palette, that is often stereotypically associated with girls, would further highlight the idea that
society’s current understanding of femineity and female
roles is restrictive and out dated.

V: For you Will, this is your first animation film.
Is this your first animation film for you too
Cally? I know you're into painting and have done
some amazing projects with your drawing.
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V: For you Will, did you find directing an animated
film very different from directing a live action?

to bring the story to life? Do you focus on something
else besides their talent and previous work?

WILL: I have always loved anime and animated films but
thoroughly enjoyed exploring the making of my own. I grew
to really appreciate the necessity for concise and decisive
detail when expressing ideas during the collaboration
process with the animators because clarity is so key.
Directing live action demands this too but there’s less of a
margin for interpretation when working on a detailed
imagination. With animation you find yourself giving notes
on the smallest details like a slight altering of a facial
expression to add a bit more terror or the speed in which a
character shoots up in bed.

WILL: I think whilst people will always tend to be judged and
hired on their portfolios, I personally like to work with people
who I get on with and who I know will work well with. I like to
collaborate with people who have a similar drive and work
ethic. If you are working with friends then there is always
more room for honesty which can help bring the story to life
by squeezing the very best out of what it is that you are
trying to achieve together.

V: Now that we're talking about animation, what is
your favourite animated film that always inspires
you? And is there any animation film that you would
like to turn into a live action?

WILL: Definitely the responses we’ve been getting from
people. We’ve had men, as well as women coming to us to say
that this film has resonated with them. Loads of women have
told us how this really encapsulates the pressure they feel all
the time and men have told us how they didn’t even realise
that this something to be aware of. It’s brought the conversation to the table. We’ve even had people tell us how it has
opened up conversations in their relationship that they’ve
never had previously which is a very positive thing!

V: What's been the most rewarding and challenging
thing about working on this project?

WILL: Hard question! Studio Ghibli: ‘Howl’s Moving Castle’.
Disney: ‘Mulan’. I saw ‘Akira’ in the cinema again recently
which is such a classic and honourable mentions for ‘Your
Name’ and ‘Tekkonkinkreet’. To be honest, I never think
turning an animation into a live action film works. I think
there is a magic to animation that just can’t be recreated in
live action. There hasn’t yet, anyway!

V: Besides sparking conversation around this matter,
what else are you hoping to achieve with Birthday?

CALLY: I am a huge fan of Fantastic Mr. Fox and Isle of Dogs,
I love the incredible level of detail and intricate styling in all
of Wes Anderson’s films but I particularly love
his animations.

WILL: We are hoping that because of the subject matter and
the calibre of talent involved, we will have a successful
festival run and the aim for this is always networking to meet
new collaborators and people that you can share that next
venture with.

V: The music is another thing that I love about the
film because it goes with the flow of the story so
perfectly. The sound describes the film's essence to
me. What can you say about this?

CALLY: Aside from hopefully having a success festival run, I
want to take all that we have learnt from the process of
creating Birthday and develop more animation projects..

WILL: The super-talented composer, Tom Chapman, is a very
good friend of ours and so we had the luxury of being able to
collaborate on that slightly more personal level. Having
listened to Tom play music for the past 20 years or so, we
knew exactly what he was capable of and basically just gave
him a bit of a steer before ultimately just unleashing him on
the project. We had a lot of fun playing with the traditional
horror sounds and I’ve definitely grown to appreciate the
power of the anvil!

V: Last question is for Cally, because she hasn't answered what she knows about the country where I'm
from, which is Argentina. So, Cally I would like to
know if you have ever experienced any type of art /
culture from Argentina.
CALLY : I have seen a few of Gaspar Noé’s films which are
really cool and stylish and I also enjoyed Juan José
Campanella’s ‘The Secret In Their Eye’s’. The remake of which
features ‘Birthday’s’ Joe Cole, almost unrecognisable in the
prosthetics! I’m always open to recommendations for films
from around the world.

V: When you have a new project in development, what
do you look for in your work team that will help
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