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Madison Thompson, p10
The actress chats about returning for season 4 of Netflix's hit series “Ozark”.
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Editor's letter
Welcome to the February issue! We took the first month of the year to
plan and select the perfect features for you to read this month. It’s been
a busy time meeting many talents and discovering their art in depth.
We’re very happy with the result, I hope you are too when you read
about your favourite artists through the pages of this magazine. One
artist at the time, booklet style, intimate insight on the talents featured.
Remember this is a fast read digital publication to celebrate art and value
the talent and knowing the other side of the story including the amazing
photography by the outstanding photographers that kindly collaborate
with us.
Don't miss any of our issues, as Viewties goes on bringing you the latest
on film and television introducing artists whose passion is to make you
feel something with their dedication to the job of bringing a project /
character to life. As I always say, If I can take something from my job, I
strongly believe you will take something from it too. Enjoy the ride and
prepare your heart for being touched by our content.
Happy month!

Founding editor-in-chief
@vanmiraglia
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Madison Thompson’s dedication and passion is what makes her very
delightful to see, especially when she’s performing as ‘Erin Pierce’ in
Netflix's hit series “Ozark”, whose performance has received much praise
including The LA Film Institute naming her one of the breakout stars of
Season 3. Madison returns for season 4 and explains that she was a huge fan
of the show before being part of it, she knew exactly how to play this
character who navigates her teenage years while dealing with the
circumstances of living in the Ozarks.
Madison has recently wrapped filming “Emergency,” a comedy thriller that
hails from Amazon Studios and Temple Hill, where she plays the role of
‘Alice’ alongside Sabrina Carpenter and RJ Cyler.
In conversation with Viewties, the fantastic actress answers all our questions
about her work in the fourth series and her future in the industry.
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V: Acting has been part of your life since early days
performing weekly Annie in your bedroom and
watching Broadway shows. You even divide your
schedule working as an actress and studying at the
university for a business degree in Cinematic Arts. I
was wondering, what is it about the job that you find
so rewarding, and what sparks an interest in you to
learn more about it behind the scenes?

makes it out of the final season alive.
V: How did you reconnect with the role again?
MADISON: This is the first time in my career I have had
the opportunity to come back and reprise a role. There was
also a very large time gap between playing Erin in the
different seasons (over a year), which made it a bit of a
surreal experience.

MADISON: Since I was a little girl, I have always been
drawn toward performing. I love watching the reaction of
an audience and enjoy the opportunity to take them on a
journey. It brings me tremendous pleasure to make someone laugh, cry (in a good way), and gain a new perspective.

Personally, I always feel the most connected to a role when
I am taking on the physicality of the character through the
hair, wardrobe, and makeup process. One of the big parts
of reconnecting with Erin again this season was transforming myself into her again with my “look.” Since I was
working on other tv and film projects at the same time I
was shooting the new Ozark season, I had to constantly redye my hair from red to light brown to almost black and
then back again. It was very important that my hair and
overall look exactly matched what I had last season because season 4 begins minutes after the end of season 3,
and thus little time has passed. Once I had the same hair
color, dark eyeliner, and those Doc Martins strapped on, it
was as if Erin just came alive again within me.

Outside of acting, I am fascinated by numbers and mathematics, and the certainty of using formulas and equations
to find answers. I tend to look at a lot of my passions and
interests through a business and mathematical lens. How
does that work? Who created it? How was it financed?
Every time I was working on set as an actress, I found
myself asking all these questions, so it was only a matter of
time before I started searching for the answers in college.
I’m very fortunate to be able to overlap my passion for
acting with my interest in the business of entertainment.

V: Which are your favourite traits of
Erin’s character?

V: You’re returning for season 4 of Netflix's hit series “Ozark,” What can you reveal of your character
evolution in this new season?

MADISON: Just like her mother, Erin is very strong willed.
She has her own agenda, and she is not afraid to chase
after what she wants. No matter how stubborn and driven
she can be, she is also just a teen. That means boy crushes,
her grungy style phase, all of the teen attitude, and also
the insecurity. I appreciate that the writers have created
such authentic characters across this whole show. Their
flaws are real.

MADISON: Netflix knows where my family lives, so for
their safety and mine, I don’t think there is much I can
divulge about Erin in season 4 quite yet. Any Ozark fan will
know that season 3 left a lot unresolved. I am really looking
forward to seeing what the writers have in store for the
Ozark family and quite honestly, who ...
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V: When you play a role for more than a year, don’t
you start noticing similarities between yourself and
the character? Would you say that there’s something of the character that you take with you that
you carry with even when you’re Madison?

selves working on a lot of outside scenes (as Ozark always
has), but in cold winter weather.
I vividly remember one specific scene that we shot outside
when I believe the temperature was close to 20 degrees
Fahrenheit (-6 Celcius). With the windchill, it felt like 7
degrees (-14 Celcius). The wardrobe team had to bring in
body heating packs and adhere them to my body because I
was shaking and chattering my teeth through the scene.

MADISON: Because I am playing a character that is
younger than I am in real life, performing as Erin is always
like a walk down memory lane. And memory lane includes
those terrible teenage years that we all have tried so hard
to block out of our memory. I will say, however, that the
words that come out of Erin’s mouth, especially towards
her mother, would never fly in my childhood home! Erin can
be quite disrespectful to her mother, which stems out of
the complicated relationship they share – built on an acrimonious divorce and an often-absent mother. I am very
lucky that I share a wonderful relationship with my mom.
Still, at the foundation of Erin’s personality is an undeniable determination and drive. I think that characteristic
is less of something that I carried away from Erin and more
of a trait that I have and therefore tends to shine through
in the characters I play. Every character I play is ultimately
a version of myself and will always have a little piece of me
in each line, look, and beat.

V: You were a fan of the show before, so I was wondering if, besides your character, do you have a favourite Ozark character?
MADISON: The obvious answer would be Ruth because
who isn’t in love with Julia Garner? But I think my other
answer would be Jonah Byrde (played by Skylar Gaertner).
He is not only a spectacular actor, but an incredible and
brilliant human being. One of the biggest privileges of joining Ozark has been getting to know him and his family. I
love that we now hang out more off set then we do on set.
Skylar loves science and math and physics and can also
bring you to tears with just one look on camera.
When it comes to the character of Jonah, I love the fan
theory that Ozark is really a show about Jonah and his
upbringing. As the youngest of the Byrde family, it seems
that every choice they make has the largest ramifications
for Jonah. Every person that he connects with is ripped
away. He is by far one of the smartest characters on the
show, and I really cannot wait to see what is in store for
him in season 4.

V: Did you find any scene in the series hard
to tackle?
MADISON: During season 3 of Ozark we were so lucky that
we shot through the summer months in Atlanta, Georgia.
Season 4 was a bit different. Because the pandemic
pushed back our shooting start date, we quickly found our-

OZARK's First seven episodes of latest season are on Netflix now
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