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Nicholas Ralph, p10
We dig more into Nick's acting experience and his iconic role in All Creatures Great & Small.

Nicholas
Ralph

Editor's letter
Welcome to the February issue! We took the first month of the year to
plan and select the perfect features for you to read this month. It’s been
a busy time meeting many talents and discovering their art in depth.
We’re very happy with the result, I hope you are too when you read
about your favourite artists through the pages of this magazine. One
artist at the time, booklet style, intimate insight on the talents featured.
Remember this is a fast read digital publication to celebrate art and value
the talent and knowing the other side of the story including the amazing
photography by the outstanding photographers that kindly collaborate
with us.
Don't miss any of our issues, as Viewties goes on bringing you the latest
on film and television introducing artists whose passion is to make you
feel something with their dedication to the job of bringing a project /
character to life. As I always say, If I can take something from my job, I
strongly believe you will take something from it too. Enjoy the ride and
prepare your heart for being touched by our content.
Happy month!

Founding editor-in-chief
@vanmiraglia
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The passion for the work that Nicholas Ralph does, adding up professional discipline
with a touch of intuition in his natural and realistic performances, make him one of the
most exciting rising stars in the UK.
Born in Cape Town and raised in Scotland, acting was an activity present in his life,
however, it took its time to be pursued as a professional career since he was rambling
with the sports and other interests. It was when he went to the University that he knew
his path was somewhere else. Lucky for us, he has found his way and now he is
delighting audiences around the world as James Herriot in All Creatures Great and
Small, a new adaptation of Wight's books, following the previous BBC series of 90
episodes that ran from 1978 to 1990. The fact that this is Nicholas’ debut screen role
doesn’t mean he wasn’t up to the responsibilities that he has as a lead of a big project.
Naturally, he knew how to move and what to offer. We can say he was born for this, as
well as for the live theatre that he has done a lot of in Scotland. Also, Nicholas can be
seen playing young C.S Lewis in the biopic about the journey of C.S Lewis ‘The Most
Reluctant Convert’, available to watch for rent on the movie’s website. Coming soon,
we will see him as Father Raymond in ‘The Devil's Light’, expected for February 2022.
In conversation with Viewties, Nicholas chats about his journey from discovering his
true voice and becoming the fantastic actor he is today, as well as his work in All
Creatures Great and Small.
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V: To begin with, Happy new year! How is
2022 treating you so far?

Every actor has a different approach but these ideas work
for me and when I study my lines in this way and know
them inside out, upside down and back to front I know I’m
almost there and then when on stage or the director
shouts action I will be completely present, relaxed and
ready to play.

NICHOLAS: Happy New Year! I had a lovely festive time at
home in the north of Scotland, especially after not getting
home last year because the border between England and
Scotland was closed, it was tremendous fun catching up
with friends and family and now I'm back in London and
looking forward to seeing what 2022 has in store.

V: All Creatures Great and Small season 2 has finally arrived in the states, previously the Christmas Special aired in the UK. What’s your favourite
aspect of James Herriot’ journey in Season 2?

V: I remember reading somewhere that you told a
story about a teacher saying that you shouldn’t
consider acting as a professional career, as you
would probably end up sleeping in your car. But you
didn’t listen to negative stuff and went on pursuing
your purpose. So, I was wondering, what motivated
you to not give up and believe in yourself?

NICHOLAS: Yes, we are back and people can expect a lot
more of the warm comforting and fun drama like last
year and many more animals of all different shapes
and sizes.
At the heart of the series and for James in particular we
see him and Helen, both now single, tentatively taking
steps towards one another and being reacquainted under
these new circumstances. Could love be in the air….
watch and find out!

NICHOLAS: From a young age I was always performing
and I think a bit of a show off so I always had the bug for
being on stage. So this advice did throw me for a minute
because I didn't even know drama school was a thing and I
went off to university to study PE teaching and within
about the first six minutes I knew it wasn't for me. I then
found out about drama schools and you could get a degree
in acting which blew my mind and I left university and
straightaway started pursuing acting and degree in acting.
I was never happy with my decision to go to university and
once out and studying acting the advice from teachers
before just added fuel to the fire. I had a point to prove
and still do, as much to myself as anyone else.

V: How do you feel minutes prior to starting to be
Herriot on camera? Do you stay in character all
the time on set or can you switch off from him to
Nick really quick?
NICHOLAS: Yeah, I haven't and don't use method acting
so I don't remain in character the whole time I'm on set.
Never say never but it's not something I use currently.
You do all the work offset whether that be at home or
wherever so right before the director shouts action you
are relaxed, open and ready to play.

V: Was there any advice you'd been given by anyone
that's stuck with you along your journey as an actor
so far?

V: Is there any memorable scene that you had a lot
of fun shooting or even struggled with while shooting it?

NICHOLAS: When reading Michael Caine’s autobiography,
he mentioned he studies his lines up to a thousand times,
Anthony Hopkins said a similar thing in an interview as did
Bill Nighy and James McAvoy said how he would read a
script over and over and over again so not only were his
own lines sinking in but also the story as a whole, so he
always knew where his character had been and where he
was going at any time during filming.

NICHOLAS: There is a range of incredible scenes I get to
play in throughout season two. I couldn't pick just one but
the big operation with the foal was something I particularly enjoyed. I like getting my hands dirty and I love a
challenge and with those scenes you have to be com-
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pletely focused and ready for whatever may be thrown at
you. I also particularly enjoyed the scenes with Helen
(played by Rachel Shenton) the proposal stands out and also
their first kiss on the top of the barn. It actually rained
consistently for about a week either side of that one afternoon when we shot that scene. An hour before we shot it the
clouds parted and it was sunny for just that few hours when
we were filming and then when we finished the heavens
opened again and the rest of the week was rain and grey
skies - so the timing was just perfect.

With a character like James there's
so much more to explore and stories to
be told and I can't wait to see what
the scripts have in store for us.
ed filming. It was a bit of a whirlwind I did manage to
whiz through CS Lewis's autobiography ‘Surprised by
Joy’ but ideally, as any actor would tell you, you would
like a little more time to prepare.

V: The show has been recently renewed for a third
and fourth series, how do you feel about that?

V: As you are part of productions set in the
past, I am curious to ask if you have a favourite
decade in terms of art, cinema or even music?

NICHOLAS: Incredible - I'm so excited and absolutely
thrilled to be doing a third and a fourth series. With a character like James there's so much more to explore and stories to be told and I can't wait to see what the scripts have
in store for us. We have such a good time making the show
too so I'm sure everyone is as thrilled and excited as I am.

NICHOLAS: I really don’t - I have such an eclectic
collection and taste in all those things you mentioned.
I studied history and I'm hugely interested in the past
and the stories and the lessons that can be learned
but I couldn't say that I had a favourite decade or anything like that.

V: When you are playing a character for a long time,
do you feel that you took some of its characteristics
into your daily life, characteristics that you still carry with you even when you’re Nick?

V: What types of roles are you looking to play in
the future?

NICHOLAS: I certainly feel with any character that I've
played there's little remnants of them that live with you
when you're not on set or on stage or in the rehearsal room.
It's nothing all-consuming or anything, I'm not going rogue
and jumping fences into farms with a stethoscope and taking cows heartbeats or anything, but just little things can
sometimes stick around.

NICHOLAS: One of the best things about being an
actor is that you can be absolutely anything. So far,
I've been a vet, a king, a dog, a young father, a soldier
and a rabbit human hybrid in amongst many others. I
would just love to continue that and have a career
playing a vast range of characters.

V: The biopic about the journey of C.S Lewis ‘’The
Most Reluctant Convert’’ premiered in the US
theatres and is now available exclusively on the
movie’s website. You play young C.S Lewis, how did
you prepare to approach such an iconic character?

V: Last question, as my nationality is Argentinian, I’m curious to ask you if you have ever
seen or experienced any type of art / culture
from Argentina?
NICHOLAS: I'm a big football fan so I know a lot about
Diego Maradona and of course more recently Lionel
Messi - two incredible footballers. I always put a
couple of pounds on Argentina to win the World Cup,
hopefully it won't be too long until it’s your time again.

NICHOLAS: I was actually in isolation in Glasgow after
getting back from Bulgaria I was out there filming ‘The
Devils Light’. So I got the call had a chat with the director
and the day after I was out of isolation I was down to Oxford
for the costume fitting and a few days after that, we start-
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