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Amber Anderson, p10
The actress chats about her role in the final series of ‘Peaky Blinders’ .
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Editor's letter
Welcome to the February issue! We took the first month of the year to
plan and select the perfect features for you to read this month. It’s been
a busy time meeting many talents and discovering their art in depth.
We’re very happy with the result, I hope you are too when you read
about your favourite artists through the pages of this magazine. One
artist at the time, booklet style, intimate insight on the talents featured.
Remember this is a fast read digital publication to celebrate art and value
the talent and knowing the other side of the story including the amazing
photography by the outstanding photographers that kindly collaborate
with us.
Don't miss any of our issues, as Viewties goes on bringing you the latest
on film and television introducing artists whose passion is to make you
feel something with their dedication to the job of bringing a project /
character to life. As I always say, If I can take something from my job, I
strongly believe you will take something from it too. Enjoy the ride and
prepare your heart for being touched by our content.
Happy month!

Founding editor-in-chief
@vanmiraglia
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Amber Anderson
Photography Tom Mitchell
Words Vanesa Miraglia

The vital energy that Amber Anderson transmits, along with her
questionless talent and impactive beauty, makes her a very exciting
performer to watch. Especially her professional discipline that makes
her performances very unique. Praised by the audience for her role of
‘Jane Fairfax’ in the re-make of Jane Austen’s ‘Emma’, Amber is also
recognized for playing as ‘Jennifer’ opposite Kacey Rohl and Martin
Donovan in the film ‘White Lie’, where she was named ‘Best Supporting
Actress’ by the Vancouver Film Critics Circle for her role in it. Other
recent film credits include Joanna Hogg’s ‘The Souvenir: Part II’ and
indie thriller ‘Skin Walker’ in which Amber plays the lead. But acting
wasn’t her first love, I must say. Amber discovered her passion for the
arts when she was studying Piano at the conservatory.
In conversation with Viewties, we dig deeper into her story of becoming
an actress, her experience as a model, and we explore more about her
role in the final series of ‘Peaky Blinders’.
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V: You have an impressively varied career so far. I
understand you come from a very musical family
and have trained to be a classical musician, and I
was wondering, what was your introduction to acting
and how did you balance your music side
with drama?

lar girls in my school were wearing! I didn’t have a school
uniform, so my own outfits were based mainly on jeans and
wooly jumpers and wellington boots for the weekends back
at my dad’s farmhouse. I was bullied at school, so it was
very confusing to suddenly be told that I was photogenic or
someone’s idea of “good looking” - I had never even worn
makeup! Being able to learn about beauty and fashion from
the absolute best in the world was a brilliant education. I
felt like I suddenly had permission to be more adventurous,
to discover my identity in terms of style, and felt like I
understood more what would work on my body and what I
could pull off.

AMBER: My first big love was the piano. I’d spent a couple
of years learning the violin already, but something hadn’t
quite clicked. As soon as I discovered the piano aged 10, I
was hooked, and that’s why I took myself off to music
school. The plan, as far as everyone else was concerned,
was that I would one day go off to a conservatoire, become
a pianist and that would be that, but while I was at music
school, I started doing Drama. Something about it felt really like home to me. Not only performing, which I’d already
done for years as a musician, but the collaboration between
actors and the idea that you became this little family was
what really drew me in. My favourite thing about playing
the violin had been getting to play in orchestras - to feel
part of something greater than yourself - and you don’t get
that so much with a more solo instrument like the piano, so
acting felt like the natural alternative, getting the absolute
best bits of both worlds. I still study and play the piano and
use it for jobs if I want to, but I feel like I won the lottery in
that piano never became an obligation or my livelihood. I
play now purely for the love of the instrument and what’s
more, it’s a totally personal and private passion - something which is so valuable to have.

V: You were in the fashion world for many years,
what would you say fashion has taught you about
yourself and how does it or can it complement acting?
AMBER: My introduction to fashion was totally accidental.
I had no idea that modelling would completely change the
course of my life, but it did, and it was so exciting to have
the opportunity to leave my home in the north of Scotland,
travel to distant and exotic places, and learn how to conduct myself in a world full of adults, sometimes in incredibly difficult scenarios. I was always acting too, but modelling was at the forefront at first. I was living in foreign
cities from the age of 19, navigating streetand metro maps
in other languages and had to totally rely on myself. Fashion taught me how much I not only love, but need, to travel; it taught me resilience and how important it is to have
a strong backbone; it taught me especially about dealing
with rejection - a very useful thing for an actor. I’m not
modelling anymore but I am so grateful to have been able
to sustain such a long and varied career. In terms of the
compatibility, I think comparisons are made a lot, but as
jobs they employ very different skills. To be a good model
you have to have total awareness of how you look through
somebody else’s eye or lens. It’s about total self awareness
of your body, your angles, your expres-

V: And then, the fashion world appeared in your life
too. I read online that you weren’t into fashion in
the past, would you say that being part of these
campaigns made you become more conscious about
your style?
AMBER: Coming from the north of Scotland and having had
a very outdoorsy and generally muddy childhood, I had no
real concept of fashion past what the popu-

13

Viewties

sion. As an actor, I think it’s important to be able to be
totally lost in somebody else, to almost have forgotten
yourself in order to connect fully. There’s a technical side
to acting, sure, but I think those are quite fundamental
differences that make them very different jobs.

cause personally that’s not how I work, I find that every
time I do a job the character gives me the opportunity to
explore a new part of myself. I’d always played women who
cared a lot about being liked, which I think is a particularly
female affliction, and for this character that was not a
consideration. It was refreshing to walk on to a set with a
more adventurous, irreverent energy and see how it felt.

V: Now, I’m very excited to talk about what’s next
in your acting career, as you’ll be seen in one of
my favourite series, Peaky Blinders. Were you a
fan of the show before? Tell me about the audition
process and the reason why you wanted to be part
of the series.

V: I feel you really pay attention to the details when
it comes to building a character, so what was your
approach to her and what sort of research did you do
to portray her?

AMBER: I’ve been a huge fan of Peaky Blinders from the
very first series. I always thought the cast were so talented and massively looked up to Helen McCrory as an
older women who had such an incredible range as a performer. I knew the show was coming to its final season
and I was hoping against hope that I might be asked to
audition. I was, and put a couple of scenes on tape. I was
then asked to read some scenes for the director about
three weeks before lockdown hit, so of course everything
ground to a halt and I had to sit on it for 6 months while
the world dealt with the virus before I knew whether or
not I’d got the part! It was excruciating.

AMBER: I am a nerd! I love the homework. I’d almost say
it’s my favourite part of the process. I read books for
months about the time period, about the political situation
at that time and how different classes were reacting to it.
The 20’s and 30’s were fascinating in the run up to WW2 there was a lot of propaganda and political extremism on
both the left and right, so much so it divided marriages and
even families. It reminded me slightly of recent events and
it was so interesting to dive into that part of our history.
V: Did you feel intimidated by the rest of the cast
when you arrived on set as the newcomer and while
you were shooting your scenes? What was it like
on set?

V: What drew you to the role and can you share
something about her dynamic in the show?

AMBER: I was extremely nervous on my first day, which is
so normal, but I think it’s heightened when you’re walking
on to a set of people who’ve already all been working together for years and really have a shorthand with each
other. Luckily for me though, there were a couple of other
actors there whose first day it was too. So I got to share in
that feeling with them and not feel so isolated in it!

AMBER: I’m not allowed to talk about who I’m playing.
But I will say that she’s an extremely clever, charismatic,
mischievous, interesting woman and is an extremely disruptive presence in the show. She’s sort of like a cat, and
everyone else are her mice. I adored playing her and miss
her still. Without wanting to sound ‘method', be-
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It’s this lack of need of
approval that makes people
afraid of strong women, I think,
and it was interesting
to inhabit that.

V: Any challenges in the way? Any scene or
character’s aspect that you found hard to
tackle? If so, how did you overcome it?

Aa.

AMBER: In terms of the character, as I mentioned
before, that feeling of not caring about being liked
was probably the furthest away from my natural
state, but once I’d given myself permission to go
there in my performance, it was really fun and
actually quite therapeutic. It’s this lack of need of
approval that makes people afraid of strong women, I think, and it was interesting to inhabit that.
Aside from the character stuff, the hardest thing
was probably smoking all the fake cigarettes! They
didn’t contain tobacco but do still give you a bit of
a head rush and I did suffer from headaches for
most of my first week as I got used to them.

V: Last question, as my nationality is
Argentinian, I’m curious to ask you if you
have ever seen or experienced any type
of art/culture from Argentina?
AMBER: I love Argentina. I got to go there
about ten years ago to film a fragrance advert.
We flew to Buenos Aires and drove a few hours
into the countryside to a place called Lobos.
We filmed on a ranch and I thought the countryside was so beautiful! The people were so
welcoming and the food, although not very
vegetarian, was so delicious! I’d really love to
go back to explore more.

V: What’s next for you, Amber? Anything in
the pipeline?
AMBER: I have a film i’m shooting in LA soon
which I’m really excited about. No more details
than that, I’m afraid!

Peaky Blinders season 6 premieres on BBC One and BBC iPlayer in the UK
on Sunday 27th February 2022.
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