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Editor's letter
Welcome to the March issue! This month is like the beginning of the year
for the side of the continent where I’m currently living. Summer is gone
and we’re welcoming the fall, the opposite to what is happening in the
old continent which I aspire to live in one day soon. In the meantime,
we’ve been working very hard as we do each month to organize and
select the perfect features for you. Thank you for your constant support
and positive words towards our work, I just hope you go on enjoying the
experience while you’re reading about your favourite artists through the
pages of this magazine. Remember this is a fast read digital publication
to celebrate art and value the talent, to know the other side of the story
including the amazing photography by the outstanding photographers
that kindly collaborate with us. One artist at the time, booklet style,
intimate insight on the talents featured.
Don't miss any of our issues, as Viewties goes on bringing you the latest
on film and television introducing artists whose passion is to make you
feel something with their dedication to the job of bringing a project /
character to life. As I always say, If I can take something from my job, I
strongly believe you will take something from it too. Enjoy the ride and
prepare your heart for being touched by our content.
Happy month!

Founding editor-in-chief
@vanmiraglia

Natasha O'Keeffe
Photography Kat Green
Words Vanesa Miraglia

After a long wait, the Shelby’s are finally back on our telly and the actress
Natasha O'Keeffe sits down with us to chat about her brilliant performance
as Lizzie in the sixth and final series of BBC’s Peaky Blinders.
It’s been a long wait indeed, but it was totally worth it as we can appreciate
through the episodes how the story develops and becomes darker.
In conversation with Viewties, the lovely and talented Natasha discusses her
experience filming the show over the years and the beauty of playing such a
fantastic character.

V: Peaky Blinders is back for its sixth and final
series, which is described as the darkest one. How
did you mentally prepare to transit Lizzie’s journey
in this season?
NATASHA: There is no question that this is the darkest of
the seasons of Peaky Blinders. Steven Knight needed this
season to strike hard as it is the last of the series ever.
Mentally, I guess the script geared me up. I read the
scripts over and over to ensure I knew where Lizzie was at.
We filmed mostly out of sequence, and it was imperative
to know Lizzie’s story inside out so I could switch it on accessibly and make sense of it.
V: In season five we saw Lizzie getting stronger and
taking the lead over Tommy. What aspects of her
character have changed over this sixth season?
NATASHA: Lizzie is an interesting one, as she has
undoubtedly a very strong sense of self and she is
incredibly tough. She has been through and seen a lot in
her life and this definitely shows in the way she holds
herself. Coming from a life of hardship as a prostitute in
her former years, out on the impoverished streets of Small
Heath in Birmingham at this time, she has climbed a
significant way up, to being the wife of Tommy Shelby and
the lady of his manor. But she is reminded that she is
indeed ‘the lady of HIS manor.’ So, in a lot of ways, she is
powerless to this man’s control in the long run. Then on
the flip side, I really feel Tommy needs her love and support and has kept her close all these years as she is so loyal. There were moments in season five where Lizzie needed
to remind him certain boundaries that need to exist in
their relationship. Aunt Polly, Ada and Lizzie are a few of
the people that Tommy sits up and listens to. They are also
women there to remind him what’s what and have been
there from the beginning no matter how success-

ful and powerful he becomes. Season six delves deeper
into their relationship and tests it to the very peaks that
any relationship can go. Lizzie changes in many ways after
this series. You’ll have to watch and find out in what kind
of ways!
V: It’s been 10 years since Peaky Blinders arrived
on television. Each season took a long time to be
produced and shot. So, I was wondering, was this
beneficial when it came to picking up the role of
Lizzie again? What helped you to reconnect with
Lizzie each time filming started?
NATASHA: It’s funny, although there were big gaps between filming each series and COVID having added on an
extra year than usual, it felt like we had just been on that
set, treading the same boards only a few weeks before. It
is probably because we have come to know each other’s
rhythms so well over the years that it felt like clockwork
getting back into the flow. There is a family dynamic that
exists after playing the same character year after year
with a lot of the same cast and crew. Once that Lizzie
transformation begins and the clothing and hair and
make-up are back on, you’re in the minute to set foot on
set. And…action!
V: The time period is something that changes over
the seasons. How did you research this and how did
you base the vocabulary, Lizzie’s characteristics
and voice according to the time period?
NATASHA: Steven Knight has done such a terrific job
over the seasons of integrating historical events into the
storylines year after year. It was great, from my perspective, to go and read up on some history that I never
got taught at school. Whether it be the historical figures
such as Mosley, the Mitford’s or Jessie Eden to ...

The only thing that I wanted to
ensure was that Lizzie never lost
her Small Heath swagger.

NO.

name but a few. Wikipedia was a well-used tool! And I
happen to have a 92 year old friend who was from the
exact area in Birmingham that Lizzie was from and she
has filled me in on life growing up on the Small Heath
streets when she was a little girl! In regard to Lizzies
vocabulary, I can’t take the credit for that. The scripts
are so well written that it’s always been there for me to
play with and deliver. The only thing that I wanted to
ensure was that Lizzie never lost her Small Heath swagger. That no matter how material her life had become,
she didn’t lose a sense of her roots in her vocality. But
again, Steven has written words for Lizzie that remain
very much rooted.
V: Sometimes actors say that some characteristics from their character stay stuck with them
over the years... Is there anything you have taken
from Lizzie that you find saying or doing when
you’re Natasha?
NATASHA: I do find myself mumbling in some Brummy
around the house from time to time, ha!
V: What was the most challenging thing about
working in this final series?
NATASHA: Losing our fine colleague, Helen McCrory,
was a real blow for everyone this year. It was not the
same without her. She is sorely missed.

V: How would you say the show has helped you
grow artistically as an actor?
NATASHA: I have been very privileged to work with such
a talented bunch of people on this series that there has
been a great opportunity for me to absorb it all over the
time span luckily! Both the character of Lizzie and myself
have grown over the course of these 10 years. I have
learnt a lot of the actor / camera technicalities on the job
also. With each season, Steven has expanded Lizzie’s
story arc and I have been fortunate that he has had the
faith in me to deliver. It’s given me confidence over the
years that such a prolific writer would take this chance
on me.
V: What can we look forward to seeing you in next?
NATASHA: My husband has made an independent film
called TYGER, where I play Maggie, an ex-army colleague
of his that he comes to visit. It has such a stellar cast and
was shot on such low budget - though you would never
have guessed in just 11 days! I think its brilliant. This
should come out later in the year. I am filming the second
season of a fantasy series called Wheel of Time for
Amazon which is a blast and very different from filming
on something like Peaky Blinders, a VERY different role!
This should come out at some point next year.
V: Last question, as my nationality is Argentinian,
I’m curious to ask if you have ever seen or experienced any type of art/culture from Argentina?
NATASHA: I regret I have never made it to Argentina yet,
but it’s on my bucket list. I have heard too many great
things about this amazing place that I need to visit and
soak up all the art and culture it has to offer, you would
agree right?

Peaky Blinders continues on Sundays at 9pm on BBC One
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