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Editor's letter
Welcome to the Spring issue! This season is all about renovation and
that's why you'll see a slight change in our issues. Nothing very drastic
really, we've just been a little bit more creative and fresh for you to go
on enjoying the features we've organized and selected for your entertainment. We want you to connect with your favourite artists finding the
beauty behind the lens, hoping that you enjoy the experience as you read
the pages of our magazine. Viewties is written for the fans, the talent
and the art lovers who loyally read us every issue. Remember this is a
fast read digital publication to celebrate art and value the talent, to know
the other side of the story. One artist at the time.
Don't miss any of our issues, as Viewties goes on bringing you the latest
on film and television introducing artists whose passion is to make you
feel something with their work and dedication that bringing a project /
character to life requiere. As I always say, If I can take something from
my job, I strongly believe you will take something from it too. Enjoy the
ride and prepare your heart for being touched by our content.
Happy month!

Founding editor-in-chief
@vanmiraglia

Heartstopper
In celebration of the Heartstopper
series release, I wanted to start this
issue with a paragraph detailing my
reaction to the show.

First of all, I wasn’t aware of the
books. It was after seeing the episodes
that I felt curious and started reading
all of them. Good that I did, because
now I can say the show is a loyal portrayal of the books, keeping up their
essence exactly the way they were
written and drawn. I feel like describing it more poetically…
''The spirit of the sheets was perfectly conveyed on screen with the same
love it was written.'' I believe this is
because author Alice Oseman was
there during the pre and post production and she also wrote the script.
There are some things you’ll see on
screen that aren’t in the books and
that’s simply awesome because it
doesn’t have to be exactly the same.
There are some new details and situations that for the world of the telly
enriches the plot so well.
So, everything starts with a boy
meeting a boy, becoming friends, and
quickly discovering a romance is blos-

soming between them. Along the way
they realise there is a strong community of allies and friends around them,
helping them to access their authentic
selves, but also teaching them there is
no ‘right way’ to come out.
The cast was very well chosen and the
chemistry between all of them works
so well. I don’t want to spoil anything,
but there is a situation in the show
when chemistry shouldn’t be there and
it wasn’t there. So this fact was well
regulated. Also, I read that the actors
had a coach for the intimacy scenes.
Those scenes captured the softie atmosphere of romance at that young
age and I really treasure one of those
scenes that made my heart melt and
believe in love again.
Heartstopper the series moved me,
sensibilized me more than anything I
have ever seen before. It’s told with
such realism that seems familiar and
genuine. I know you'll love this!

W
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Gao

We are very pleased to sit down with the hugely talented and fresh actor
William Gao to discuss his brilliant performance as “Tao Xu” in Netflix’s
highly anticipated TV adaptation of Heartstopper. Even though Will is making
his screen debut in the show, doesn’t mean he didn’t know what he was doing.
He brought his character to life so accurately and with a simple touch of his
own. He is disciplined and he has the facility to act naturally in front of the
camera, making him a very exciting rising star to watch.
In conversation with Viewties, the lovely actor chats about his way to the role
and his experience filming the show as a newcomer. In addition to this, Will
also chats about his other artistic facet, the music.

Photos courtesy of Will Gao
Words by Vanesa Miraglia

V: To begin with, I would like to know a little bit more
about yourself and your journey. So, could you please
tell us what was your introduction to acting and how
did you make this a possible profession to chase?
Will: My dad used to take us out to the theatre a
lot growing up and I think that was my introduction to acting. I just remember being in awe
of the whole concept of performance whether
that was music, theatre or opera. I got my first
gig as a fairy in a Shakespeare play and thought
‘yes this is what I want to do all the time’ and
then I went from there.
V: What do you like most about acting?
Will: I think the people. We can be an annoying
bunch but I have the most fun with actors and
people within the industry. I also just love losing
myself in characters and the sense of childish
play that acting requires.
V: Is there any actor that you admire and aspire to
have a similar trajectory in your acting career?
Will: I really admire actors like Mark Rylance
and Andrew Scott. They focus more on the craft
and less about the silly other stuff around the
job. They also just seem like really nice people
and they keep a great balance of stage and
screen work.
V: You’re making your screen debut as Tao Xu in
Netflix’s Heartstopper. I love this character so much
because even though he seems a bit annoying this
season, his story is beautifully told along the episodes and a lot of people can identify with him. So,
what drew you to the project and what was it that
made you say ‘I need to play this role’?

Will: Well, I received the casting through
National Youth Theatre and that’s how I ended
up auditioning for the role. I never normally see
casting specifically for a British East Asian actor
so when I saw the opportunity I thought I’d
better go for it.
V: Heartstopper is based on a graphic novel by Alice
Oseman that I assumed you read, so I’m curious to
ask about your prep. Which aspects of the character
have you looked to focus on in your portrayal?
Will: I firstly read the comics and a couple of
other Alice Oseman novels and absolutely loved
them! Alice gave me a lot of freedom with Tao
so I kind of built a character off his main traits
and comments in the graphic novels.
V: Did you work with the books, the script, Alice or
the director’s direction to get the full picture of Tao
regarding the way he speaks, walks and behaves? Or
did you also add some research of your own to build
him?
Will: We did scene study and hot-seating during
a 2 week rehearsal process before the shoot,
where Alice and the director Euros Lyn really
helped me develop Tao. I also used various traits
from people I knew at school as a source of inspiration. (I hope they don’t notice if they watch
the show!)
V: Which are your favourite traits of Tao’s character?
Will: I think his honesty and bluntness is something I wish I had more of. He’s not afraid to say
what he thinks. I think we all need a bit of that
in our lives.

V: Is there anything you’ve taken from him into your
day today?
Will: Not really!
I guess I wear more beanies now.
V: What was challenging about playing this character?
Will: I think it was more the thing of being on a
film set than the character. It’s quite a highpressure environment and I think my biggest
challenge was just to keep relaxed and cool during the shoot.
V: Being so new to it, how did you find the whole
filming experience?
Will: I was very nervous but I learnt so much.
V: I also love to see the cast being close as friends, it
looks like a very nice group. Do you all have conversations about how your life is going to change once
the show comes up? Do you fear that new chapter in
your career or do you plan to transition it as normal
as you can?

LOVED IT! I especially loved the interpretation of it.
So, tell us more about WASIA PROJECT, what is it
about and what do you hope to achieve in the musical
area of your artistic career?
Will: Thank you for your kind words!
Yes! I am in a music collective with my sister
Olivia called the Wasia Project. The alternative
pop music we create can be found on Spotify and
Apple Music. We do gigs quite often in London to
an intimate fan base, and have an EP coming out
on the 10th May!
V: What kind of music do you like to play and
listen to?
Will: Well as far as Wasia goes I play keyboard.
But I trained classically on piano. I like to say I
listen to a wide range of music. Some days it’s
jazz and samba and other days it’s mainstream
pop and classical opera!
V: Last question, as my nationality is Argentinian, I’m
curious to ask you if you have ever seen or experienced any type of art/culture from Argentina?

Will: I think it’s a very overwhelming change to
be going through, but at least we are here for
each other through the process. I think for me
I’m excited but also quite nervous I do admit.
Staying aware is the most important thing.

Will: I once worked with an Argentinian Opera
Soprano and all I remember was her telling me I
have to watch a film called ‘Nueve Reinas’ I still
haven’t watched it but will do soon. Apart from
that Argentina is still a side of the world I need
to explore!

V: Aside from acting, you’re also a very talented musician. There’s a video on YouTube of you playing a
live acoustic song called ‘’Misfit biscuit’’ and I ...

Heartstopper launches globally
on Netflix April 22, 2022.

Viewties
SUPPORT US WITH A SMALL DONATION
CLICK ME.

WWW.VIEWTIES.CO.UK

